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2.4.2 DISCRETIONARY APPROVALS 

A discretionary decision is an action taken by a government agency (for this project, the government 
agency is the City of San Fernando) that calls for an exercise of judgment in deciding whether to approve a 
potential development.  As part of the proposed project’s implementation, the city will consider the 
following: 

 Conditional Use Permit.  Pursuant to City Code Section 106-1346, the installation of a wireless 
telecommunications facility (WTF) and all associated equipment requires the approval of a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) prior to the facility’s construction, replacement, or modification.  
Additionally, the proposal shall first undergo the site plan review process and comply with all 
applicable development and design guidelines prior to the issuance of a building permit; 

 The determination of the proposed project’s conformity with the adopted redevelopment plan for 
the area;   

 The approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and, 

 The adoption of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

Other permits required for the project will include, but may not be limited to, the issuance of grading 
permits and building permits from the City of San Fernando and utility connection permits from the 
utility providers. 
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SECTION 3 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

This section of the Initial Study analyzes the potential environmental impacts that may result from the 
proposed project’s implementation.  The issue areas evaluated in this Initial Study include: 

 Aesthetics (Section 3.1);  
 Agricultural and Forestry Resources (Section 3.2); 
 Air Quality (Section 3.3); 
 Biological Resources (Section 3.4); 
 Cultural Resources (Section 3.5); 
 Geology and Soils (Section 3.6);  
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions; (Section 3.7);  
 Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Section 3.8);  
 Hydrology and Water Quality (Section 3.9);  
 Land Use and Planning (Section 3.10);  
 Mineral Resources (Section 3.11);  
 Noise (Section 3.12);  
 Population and Housing (Section 3.13);  
 Public Services (Section 3.14);  
 Recreation (Section 3.15); 
 Transportation (Section 3.16);  
 Utilities (Section 3.17); and,  
 Mandatory Findings of Significance (Section 3.18) 

The environmental analysis included in this section of the Initial Study reflects the Initial Study Checklist 
format used by the City of San Fernando Community Development Department in its environmental 
review process.  Under each issue area, an analysis of impacts is provided in the form of questions and 
answers.  The analysis contained herein, provides a response to the individual questions.  The Initial 
Study will assist the city in making a determination as to whether there is a potential for significant or 
adverse impacts on the environment associated with the implementation of the proposed project as 
described in Section 2, herein.  For the evaluation of potential impacts, questions are stated and an 
answer is provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of this Initial Study's preparation.  To 
each question, there are four possible responses: 

 No Impact.  The proposed project will not have any measurable environmental impact on the 
environment. 

 Less Than Significant Impact.  The proposed project may have the potential for affecting the 
environment, although these impacts will be below levels or thresholds that the City of San 
Fernando or other responsible agencies consider to be significant.   

 Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation.  The proposed project may have the potential to 
generate impacts that will have a significant impact on the environment.  However, the level of 
impact may be reduced to levels that are less than significant with the implementation of 
mitigation measures. 
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 Potentially Significant Impact.  The proposed project may result in environmental impacts that 
are significant.  

3.1 AESTHETIC IMPACTS 

3.1.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse aesthetic impact if it results in any of the following: 

 An adverse effect on a scenic vista; 

 Substantial damage to scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, 
and historic buildings within a state scenic highway; or, 

 A new source of substantial light and glare that would adversely affect day or night-time views in 
the area. 

3.1.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project affect a scenic vista?  Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located adjacent to an existing building within the Public Works Operations 
Facility.  The Los Angeles County Courthouse building is located opposite the project site to the north.  T-
Mobile would lease the site (300 square feet) from the City of San Fernando.  The proposed project would 
involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular phone tower with a stealth design as a faux 
pine tree.  The monopole would be located on top of the structure housing the equipment cabinets. The 
enclosure would be constructed of decorative wrought iron with creeping vines to screen the enclosed 
equipment. 

The city’s local relief is generally level and ranges from 1,017 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) to 1,250 
feet AMSL. This generally level topography is largely due to the city’s location over an alluvial fan 
associated with the deposition of water-borne materials from the mountains and hillside areas located to 
the north and east.  The dominant scenic views from the surrounding area include the views of the Santa 
Susana Mountains located to the west and the San Gabriel Mountains located to the north though these 
views from the site are obscured by the nearby buildings.  The city is located in the northeastern portion of 
the San Fernando Valley near the south-facing base of the San Gabriel Mountains.11  There are no 
designated scenic vistas or resources present within the vicinity of the project site.  According to the city’s 
Code (Section 106-1352) wireless telecommunication facilities are prohibited on all properties located 
adjacent to residentially zoned properties or within 250 feet of any property line of a residentially zoned 
parcel.  No residential land uses are located within 250 feet of the project site.  Wireless 
telecommunication facilities are permitted, pursuant to a CUP, on properties owned and utilized by the 
city.    The proposed project will not affect any scenic or protected views.  However, mitigation measures 

                                                 
11 City of San Fernando.  San Fernando Parking Lots Draft Environmental Impact Report.  February 20, 2008.     
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have been identified in Section 3.1.4 as a means to ensure the stealth character of the monopole is 
maintained.  These measures will reduce potential impacts to levels that are less than significant.   

B. Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?  Less than Significant Impact 
with Mitigation. 

Much of the city’s architectural character was derived from the San Fernando Mission, founded in 1797.  
Notable historically significant buildings that are located within San Fernando include the Lopez Adobe, 
the Morningside Elementary School, and the historic Post Office.  In addition to the Mission Revival style, 
other architectural styles found within the area include Spanish Colonial Revival, Mediterranean, and 
Monterey.  Other architectural influences present in San Fernando include Craftsman, Bungalow, Beaux-
Arts, Art Deco, and Victorian styles.  These architectural styles also flourished at the turn of the century 
primarily in residential construction, with a few commercial and public buildings exhibiting these design 
characteristics as well.12  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned 
cellular phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  The monopole would be located on top of 
the structure housing the equipment cabinets.  The enclosure would be constructed of decorative wrought 
iron with creeping vines to screen the enclosed equipment.  In addition, the existing trees in the yard area 
where the facility will be located will further obstruct views of the monopole from the ground level.   
Elevations of the proposed facility are provided in Exhibits 10 and 11, included in the previous section.  
Photographic simulations of how the facility will appear are provided in Exhibits 12 through 15. in Section 
2.  Mitigation measures have been identified in Section 3.1.4 that will be effective in ensuring that the 
monopole is maintained so as not to visually intrude into the area.  These measures will reduce potential 
impacts to levels that are less than significant.   

C. Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day 
or nighttime views in the area?  No Impact.   

There are no light sensitive land uses located in the vicinity of the project site.  The site is effectively 
shielded from view by the adjacent buildings and landscaping.  As a result, no light and glare impacts are 
anticipated to result from the proposed project’s implementation.    

3.1.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential aesthetic impacts related to views, aesthetics, and light and glare is site specific.  As a result, 
no cumulative aesthetic impacts are anticipated.  Mitigation measures that will be effective in reducing 
aesthetic and light and glare impacts are required.    

3.1.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The following mitigation measures will reduce the proposed project’s light and glare impacts to levels that 
are less than significant: 

Mitigation Measure 1 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The applicant shall provide the landscaping (tree and 
climbing vines on the equipment building) indicated in their application.  Once installed, all 

                                                 
12 This general description of the local environmental setting was drawn from the San Fernando Corridors Specific Plan. 
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landscaping must be maintained in a manner consistent with the ongoing landscaping located 
at the Public Works facility.   

Mitigation Measure 2 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The monopole must be installed and maintained in a 
stealth fashion indicated in the application materials.  The materials used to simulate a pine 
tree must be maintained in a manner so as to camouflage the pole structure and the antennae 
panels.   

Mitigation Measure 3 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The building housing the equipment cabinets, the 
monopole, and all other facilities must be maintained in good condition at all times.  In 
addition, the applicant and/or operators of the facility must maintain the facility free from 
graffiti pursuant to the city’s Graffiti Control Ordinance.   

3.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES  

3.2.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on agriculture resources if it results in any of the following: 

 The conversion of prime farmland, unique farmland or farmland of statewide importance; 

 A conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract;  

 A conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code §4526), or zoned timberland production (as defined by Government Code 
§51104(g)); 

 The loss of forest land or the conversion of forest land to a non-forest use; or, 

 Changes to the existing environment that due to their location or nature may result in the 
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 

3.1.8 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance, as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?  No Impact. 

No agricultural activities are located within the project site or on adjacent parcels, nor does the City of San 
Fernando General Plan or Zoning Ordinance provide for any agricultural land use designation.13  The 
project site is located along the north side of the existing City of San Fernando Public Works Operations 
Facility building.  Nearby land uses include the City of San Fernando City Hall, located opposite the site 
on the west side of Macneil Street, the Police Department, the Los Angeles County Court building, and the 
Public Works Yard.    The project site and the surrounding properties are zoned as C-1 (Limited 

                                                 
13 City of San Fernando. San Fernando General Plan Land Use Element. 1987. 
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Commercial).  The majority of the city is underlain by the Hanford Soils Association (2%-5% slopes).  This 
soil classification is considered to be a prime farmland soil in the rural portions of the Antelope Valley 
only.  In the urbanized areas of Los Angeles County this soil is not designated as a “prime farmland soil, 
unique farmland soil, or a soil of statewide importance.”  As a result, the proposed project’s 
implementation will not impact any protected farmland soils.14 

B.  Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract?  No 
Impact. 

No agricultural activities are located within the project site or in the surrounding area.15  As indicated 
previously, the proposed project site is located along the north side of the existing City of San Fernando 
Public Works Operations Facility building.  The project site and the surrounding properties are zoned as 
C-1 (Limited Commercial).  The city’s applicable general plan and zoning designations for the project site 
do not permit agricultural land uses within the project site or on adjacent parcels.  In addition, the project 
site is not subject to a Williamson Act contract.  As a result, no impacts on existing or future Williamson 
Act contracts will result from the proposed project implementation.  

C. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 4526), or zoned timberland production (as defined by Government 
Code § 51104(g))? No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is located in the midst of a larger urban area and no forest lands are located 
within the city or in the surrounding area.  The City of San Fernando General Plan does not specifically 
provide for any forest land protection.16  As a result, no impacts on forest land or timber resources will 
result from the proposed project’s implementation.  

D.  Would the project result in the loss of forest land or the conversion of forest land to a non-forest use?  
No Impact. 

The proposed project site is located a small yard area located to the north of the existing Public Works 
Operations Facility building.  An alley providing a connection to the Los Angeles County Court building is 
located to the north of the site.  No forest land is located within the city nor does the general plan provide 
for any forest land protection.  No loss or conversion of forest lands will result from the project sites 
development.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated with the proposed project’s 
implementation.  

E. Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment that, due to their location or 
nature, may result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use?  No Impact. 

No agricultural activities or farmland uses are located in the city or within the project site.17  As indicated 
previously, the proposed project site is located adjacent to the City of San Fernando Public Works 

                                                 
14 California, State of.  Department of Conservation.  Farmland Mapping and  Monitoring Program.  July 13, 1995. 

15 Blodgett/Baylosis Associates. Site Survey. July, 2010. 

16 City of San Fernando. San Fernando General Plan Conservation Element, Chapter3. January 2008. Page CON-12 
 

17 United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 
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Operations Facility building.  The proposed project will not involve the conversion of any existing 
farmland area to urban uses and no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.  

3.2.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The analysis determined that there is no remaining agricultural or forestry resources in the city.  The 
analysis also determined that the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any 
significant adverse impacts.  As a result, no cumulative impacts on agricultural or farmland resources will 
occur.   

3.2.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of agricultural and forestry resources indicated that no significant adverse impacts on these 
resources would occur as part of the proposed project’s implementation.  As a result, no mitigation 
measures are required.   

3.3 AIR QUALITY 

3.3.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project will normally be deemed to have a 
significant adverse environmental impact on air quality, if it results in any of the following: 

 A conflict with the obstruction of the implementation of the applicable air quality plan; 

 A violation of an air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation; 

 A cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is in 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard;  

 The exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; or, 

 The creation of objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has established quantitative thresholds for 
short-term (construction) emissions and long-term (operational) emissions for criteria pollutants.  These 
criteria pollutants include the following: 

 Ozone (O2) is a nearly colorless gas that irritates the lungs, damages materials, and vegetation.  O2 
is formed by photochemical reaction (when nitrogen dioxide is broken down by sunlight).   

 Carbon monoxide (CO), a colorless, odorless toxic gas that interferes with the transfer of oxygen 
to the brain, is produced by the incomplete combustion of carbon-containing fuels emitted as 
vehicle exhaust.  
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 Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is a yellowish-brown gas, which at high levels can cause breathing 
difficulties.  NO2 is formed when nitric oxide (a pollutant from burning processes) combines with 
oxygen.   

 PM10 and PM2.5 refers to particulate matter less than ten microns and two and one-half microns in 
diameter, respectively particulates of this size cause a greater health risk than larger-sized 
particles since fine particles can more easily cause irritation.18 

3.3.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?  No 
Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is located within the South Coast Air Basin, which covers a 6,600-square-mile 
area within Orange County, non-desert portions of Los Angeles County, Riverside County, and San 
Bernardino County.  Air quality in the basin is monitored by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD) at various monitoring stations located throughout the region.19  Measures to improve 
regional air quality are outlined in the SCAQMD’s Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).20  The 2007 
AQMP replaced the 2003 AQMP and the 2007 AQMP is designed to meet both state and federal Clean Air 
Act planning requirements for all of the geographic areas under the jurisdiction of the SCAQMD.  The 
most recent 2007 AQMP focused on the control of ozone and smaller particulates and their precursors.  
The AQMP also incorporated significant new scientific data, emission inventories, ambient 
measurements, control strategies, and air quality modeling.  The Final 2007 AQMP was jointly prepared 
with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG).21   

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located next to the City of San Fernando Public Work Operations Facility 
building.  A small (less than 300 square feet) equipment enclosure building would be constructed beneath 
the cellular tower.  The proposed project is not considered by the SCAQMD to be a regionally significant 
project.  The project will not affect any regional population, housing, and employment projections 
prepared for the city by the SCAG.22  Finally, the project is not subject to the requirements of the Air 
Quality Management Plan’s PM10 Program, which is limited to the desert portions of the South Coast Air 
Basin.  As a result, the proposed project would not be in conflict with, or result in an obstruction of, the 
applicable 2007 AQMP.   

 

 

                                                 
18 CEQA Air Quality Handbook.  April 1993 [as amended 2009]. 
 
19 South Coast Air Quality Management District, Final 2007 Air Quality Plan, Adopted June 2007. 
 
20 Ibid. 

 
21 South Coast Air Quality Management District, Final 2007 Air Quality Plan, Adopted June 2007. 

 
22 These projections are critical in the development of policies for the Growth Management Plan, the Regional Transportation 

Plan, and ultimately, the Air Quality Management Plan. 
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B. Would the project violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation?  No Impact. 

Pollutants regulated by the Federal and State Clean Air Acts correspond to the following three categories: 
criteria air pollutants; toxic air contaminants, and global warming and ozone-depleting gases.  Pollutants 
in each of these categories are monitored and regulated differently.  Criteria air pollutants are measured 
by ambient air sampling and refer to those pollutants that are subject to both Federal and State ambient 
air quality standards as a means to protect public health.  The Federal and State standards have been 
established at levels to ensure that human health is protected with an adequate margin of safety.   Specific 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) have been promulgated by the Federal government.  
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has also established ambient air quality standards for six of 
the pollutants regulated by the EPA (CARB has not established standards for PM.2.5).  Some of the 
California ambient air quality standards are more stringent than the national ambient air quality 
standards as well as additional standards for sulfates, vinyl chloride, and visibility.23  The proposed 
project would also be considered to have a significant effect on air quality if it violates any AAQS, 
contributes substantially to an existing air quality violation, or exposes sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations.  In addition to the Federal and State AAQS thresholds, there are daily and 
quarterly emissions thresholds for construction and operation of a proposed project established by the 
SCAQMD.  Projects in the SCAB generating construction-related emissions that exceed any of the 
following emissions thresholds are considered to be significant under CEQA. 

 75 pounds per day or 2.5 tons per quarter of reactive organic compounds; 

 100 pounds per day or 2.5 tons per quarter of nitrogen dioxide; 

 550 pounds per day or 24.75 tons per quarter of carbon monoxide; 

 150 pounds per day or 6.75 tons per quarter of PM10; or, 

 150 pounds per day or 6.75 tons per quarter of sulfur oxides. 

The proposed project would have a significant effect on air quality if any of the operational emissions 
“significance” thresholds for criteria pollutants are exceeded: 

 55 pounds or 0.0275 tons per day of reactive organic compounds; 

 55 pounds or 0.0275 tons per day of nitrogen dioxide; 

 550 pounds or 0.275 tons per day of carbon monoxide; 

 150 pounds or 0.075 tons per day of PM10; or, 

 150 pounds or 0.075 tons per day of sulfur oxides. 

 

                                                 
23 South Coast Air Quality Management District, Final 2007 Air Quality Plan, Adopted June 2007. 
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The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular phone tower and 
a equipment enclosure beneath the cellular monopole.  The proposed project’s implementation will result 
in minimal short-term (construction-related) emissions due to the limited use of construction equipment 
and the relatively short duration of the construction phases.  Some excavation will be required for the 
structural footings for the equipment building and the cellular tower.  The construction emissions will be 
further reduced due to the modular nature of the proposed project.  Operational emissions will be limited 
to the occasional visits to the site by maintenance and/or repair crews.  As a result, no significant air 
short-term or long-term emissions are associated with the proposed project’s construction and operation.   

C. Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is in non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? No Impact. 

As indicated previously, the SCAB is non-attainment for ozone.  The proposed project’s implementation 
will result in very little construction-related emissions due to the limited use of construction equipment 
and the relatively short duration of the construction phases.  In addition, the modular nature of the 
facilities themselves will further reduce potential construction-related emissions.  Operational emissions 
will be limited to the occasional visits to the site by maintenance and/or repair crews.  As a result, no 
significant air emissions are associated with the proposed project’s construction and operation.  The long-
term emissions from the proposed development will result in daily emissions that will not exceed the 
SCAQMD’s thresholds.  As a result, no significant adverse cumulative air quality impacts are anticipated. 

D. Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?  No Impact. 

Sensitive receptors refer to land uses and/or activities that are especially sensitive to poor air quality and 
typically include homes, schools, playgrounds, hospitals, convalescent homes, and other facilities where 
children or the elderly may congregate.24  These population groups are generally more sensitive to poor 
air quality.  The significance of localized project impacts under CEQA depends on whether ambient 
carbon monoxide levels in the vicinity of the project are above or below State and Federal standards for 
that criteria pollutant.  If ambient levels are below the standards, a project is considered to have a 
significant impact if project emissions result in an exceedance of one or more of these standards.  If 
ambient levels already exceed a State or Federal standard, project emissions are considered significant if 
they increase one hour carbon monoxide concentrations by 1.0 part per million (ppm) or more or eight 
hour carbon monoxide concentrations by 0.45 ppm or more.  The proposed facility’s trip generation will 
not be significant enough to result in a carbon monoxide “hot spot” that could lead to an exceedance of the 
State’s 1-hour or 8-hour carbon monoxide standards.  Operational emissions will be limited to the 
occasional visits to the site by maintenance and/or repair crews.  As a result, the proposed project will not 
lead to any significant impact on area intersections.25  As a result, no impacts related to the creation of a 
carbon monoxide “hot spots” are anticipated. 

 

 

                                                 
24 South Coast Air Quality Management District. CEQA Air Quality Handbook, Appendix 9. 2004  (as amended). 
 
25 Ibid. 
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E.  Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?  No Impact. 

The SCAQMD has identified those land uses that are typically associated with odor complaints.  These 
uses include activities involving livestock, rendering facilities, food processing plants, chemical plants, 
composting activities, refineries, landfills, and businesses involved in fiberglass molding.26  No significant 
odor emissions are anticipated given the nature and extent of the proposed project.  As a result, no order-
related impacts are anticipated. 

3.3.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The proposed project’s would not result in any new exceedance of air pollution standards nor contribute 
significantly to an existing air quality violation.  Furthermore, the analysis determined that the proposed 
project would not result in any significant adverse impacts.  As a result, no significant adverse cumulative 
air quality impacts will occur.   

3.3.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential air quality impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result 
from the proposed project’s implementation.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.     

3.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES  

3.4.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on biological resources if it results in any of the following:  

 A substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service;  

 A substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural plant community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;  

 A substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means; 

 A substantial interference with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or migratory life corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites; 

 A conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance; or, 

                                                 
26 South Coast Air Quality Management District. CEQA Air Quality Handbook, Appendix 9. 2004  (as amended). 
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 A conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 

3.4.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located adjacent to the Public Works Operations Facility building.   The 
proposed project site is located in a small landscaped yard area that has undergone disturbance as part of 
the site’s previous development.  There are no sensitive or unique biological resources located within the 
adjacent properties.27  As a result, no impacts on any candidate, sensitive, or special status species will 
result from proposed project. 

B.  Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  No Impact. 

There are no native or natural riparian plant habitats found within the project site or in the adjacent 
properties.  In addition, the project site is presently developed as a small yard area located adjacent to the 
existing Public Works Operations Facility building.  No “blue line” streams are located within or adjacent 
to the project site.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts on natural or riparian habitats will result 
from the proposed project’s implementation. 

C. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?  No Impact.  

The project site and the adjacent developed properties do not contain any natural wetland habitat.  No 
“blue line” streams are located within or adjacent to the project site.28  As a result, the proposed project 
will not impact any protected wetland area or designated blue-line stream. 

D. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory 
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory life corridors, or impede the 
use of native wildlife nursery sites?  No Impact. 

As indicated in the preceding section, the project site and the adjacent properties are developed and do 
not contain any natural or native vegetation.  There are a number of trees located in the yard area though 
it is the architect’s intent to locate the facility in a small open landscape area.  The existing trees will be 
effective in partially shielding the facility.  No heritage trees are located within the project site’s 
boundaries.  No natural open space areas are located on-site or in the surrounding area that would 

                                                 
27 City of San Fernando.  San Fernando General Plan, Chapter 3, Conservation Element. Page CON-12.  January 6, 2004.   

 
28 Ibid  
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potentially serve as an animal migration corridor.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are 
anticipated.   

E. Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such 
as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?  No Impact. 

The project site and the adjacent properties do not contain any protected habitat.  The site is fully 
improved and landscaped.  No tree removal impacts are anticipated to result from the proposed project’s 
implementation.  No heritage trees are located within the project site’s boundaries.   As a result, the 
proposed project is not in conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources and 
no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

F. Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan?  No Impact.   

As indicated previously, the project site is located within the civic center area and no natural habitats are 
found within the site or in the adjacent areas.  The project site is not located within an area governed by a 
habitat conservation or community conservation plan.29  As a result, no adverse impacts on local, regional 
or state habitat conservation plans will result from the proposed project’s implementation. 

3.4.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The impacts on biological resources are typically site specific.  The proposed project will not involve any 
loss of protected habitat.  Furthermore, the analysis determined that the proposed project will not result 
in any significant adverse impacts.  As result, the proposed project’s implementation would not result in 
an incremental loss or degradation of those protected habitats found in the Southern California region.  
As a result, no cumulative impacts on biological resources will be associated with the proposed project’s 
implementation.   

3.4.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis indicated that the proposed project would not result in any significant adverse impacts on 
biological resources.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES  

3.5.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project will normally have a significant 
adverse impact on cultural resources if it results in any of the following: 

 A substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5 of 
the State CEQA Guidelines; 

                                                 
29 United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 
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 A substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
§15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines;  

 The destruction of a unique paleontological resource, site or unique geologic feature; or,    

 The disturbance of any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries. 

3.5.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as 
defined in §15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines?  No Impact. 

Historic structures and sites are defined by local, State, and Federal criteria.  A site or structure may be 
historically significant if it is locally protected through a local general plan or historic preservation 
ordinance.  In addition, a site or structure may be historically significant according to State or Federal 
criteria even if the locality does not recognize such significance.  The State, through the Office of Historic 
Preservation, also maintains an inventory of those sites and structures that are considered to be 
historically significant.  Finally, the U. S. Department of the Interior has established specific guidelines 
and criteria that indicate the manner in which a site, structure, or district is to be defined as having 
historic significance and in the determination of its eligibility for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.   

A single location is recorded on the National Register of Historic Places: the Lopez Adobe located at 1100 
Pico Street.  In addition to its designation as a National Historical Site, it is also a state and county 
Historical Site.  The adobe is currently maintained by the San Fernando Historical Site and Preservation 
Commission.  The city recently completed a comprehensive historic resources preservation program.  The 
survey was completed by Cultural Resources Management LLC in 2002 and identified over 230 
potentially significant historic sites including two that may be eligible for the National Register.  The 
survey also identified a single potential National Register Historic District.  The project site was not 
included on this list.  As a result, the proposed project’s implementation will not result in any significant 
adverse impacts on historic resources. 

B. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to §15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines?  No Impact. 

The region in and around the City of San Fernando was home to the Gabrielino Indians.  One of the 
largest Indian settlements was located near the existing San Fernando Mission.  The village of 
Achooykomenga was reportedly one of the largest communities in the San Fernando Valley.  The exact 
location of this village is unknown.30  The project site has undergone extensive disturbances as part of past 
construction activities related to previous development in the area.  No significant archaeological sites are 
likely to be discovered during excavation activities due to the limited degree of disturbance that will be 
required to install the proposed wireless telecommunications facility.  As a result no impacts on 
archaeological resources are anticipated from the proposed project.   

 

                                                 
30 McCawley, William.  The First Angelinos, The Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles.  1996. 



CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND INITIAL STUDY ● T-MOBILE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, 120 NORTH MACNEIL STREET 

 

 

 Page 46 

C. Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature?  No Impact. 

The potential for paleontological resources in the area is considered low due to the character of subsurface 
soils (recent alluvium) and the amount of disturbance associated with the previous development on the 
site.31  In addition, limited excavation will be required to install the proposed wireless telecommunications 
facility.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

D. Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries?  No Impact. 

The only cemetery in the area is located adjacent to the San Fernando Mission.  The cemetery is located at 
1160 Stranwood Avenue next to the San Fernando Mission grounds.  No other cemeteries are located 
within the city.  As a result, the proposed construction activities are not anticipated impact any interred 
human remains. 

3.5.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential environmental impacts related to cultural resources are site specific.  Furthermore, the 
analysis herein also determined that the proposed project would not result in any impacts on cultural 
resources.  As a result, no cumulative impacts will occur as part of the proposed project’s implementation.     

3.5.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential cultural resources impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would 
result from the proposed project’s implementation.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.6 GEOLOGY  

3.6.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on the environment if it results in the following: 

 The exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault (as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or 
based on other substantial evidence of a known fault), ground –shaking, liquefaction, or 
landslides; 

 Substantial soil erosion resulting in the loss of topsoil; 

 The exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including location on 
a geologic unit or a soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the project, 
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or 
collapse; 

                                                 
31McCawley, William.  The First Angelinos, The Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles.  Page 4.12-2. 
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 Locating a project on an expansive soil, as defined in the California Building Code, creating 
substantial risks to life or property; or,  

 Locating a project in, or exposing people to potential impacts, including soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater. 

3.6.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault (as delineated on the 
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area 
or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault), ground –shaking, liquefaction, or 
landslides?  No Impact.   

The city is located in the northwest corner of the Los Angeles Basin.  This basin trends to the northwest 
with an axis that extends 50 miles and has a width of approximately 20 miles.  The basin is bounded on 
the east by the San Gabriel Mountains, on the north by the Santa Monica Mountains, on the east and 
southeast by the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills, and on the southwest by the Palos Verdes 
Hills and the Pacific Ocean.  The Los Angeles Basin was a large marine embayment during the Miocene 
Period that extended as far inland as Pasadena and Pomona ultimately merging with the Ventura Basin.  
By the Pliocene, the embayment was smaller and generally covered an area slightly larger than the present 
day lowlands.  Subsequent regressions of the coastline as well as uplift have exposed the current basin.  
The sedimentary deposits in the basin since the Miocene are reportedly as thick as 40,000 feet.32  

The region is bisected by numerous faults.  Many of which are still considered to be active and many more 
unknown blind thrust faults are also likely to be present in the area.33  The most probable major sources of 
a significant earthquake affecting the San Fernando area include the San Andreas fault zone, located 
approximately 5 miles to the northwest, and the Sierra Madre Fault zone, located approximately 2 miles   
to the north and southwest.  Both the San Andreas and Sierra Madre zones have been recognized for some 
time as being active.  The 1971 San Fernando earthquake occurred on a branch of the Sierra Madre fault 
zone, and has resulted in the entire length of the Sierra Madre fault zone being considered potentially 
active.  Both the San Andreas and Sierra Madre zones have been associated with surface rupturing as well 
as significant ground shaking effects.  However, no active faults are known to exist in the city.34 As a 
result, surface rupture is not anticipated to occur in the vicinity of the project site in the event of an 
earthquake from the known faults in the surrounding region.  Furthermore, no areas of the city are 
included within an Aquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone.  As a result, no surface rupture impacts will likely 
impact the proposed project site.   

                                                 
32 California Geological Survey.  Open File Report 98-06.  Seismic Hazard Evaluation of the San Fernando 7.5 Minute 

Quadrangle, Los Angeles County, California. 1998. 

33 U.S. Geological Survey, Evaluating Earthquake Hazards in the Los Angeles Region - An Earth Science Perspective, USGS 

Professional Paper 1360, 1985. 
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The California Geological Survey (formerly the State of California Division of Mines and Geology) is 
authorized to implement the Seismic Hazards Mapping Act of 1990 (the “Act”).  The Act directs the 
Department of Conservation (of which the California Geological Survey is a part) to identify and map 
areas prone to earthquake hazards of liquefaction, earthquake-induced landslides and amplified ground 
shaking.  The purpose of the Act is to reduce the threat to public safety and to minimize the loss of life and 
property by identifying and mitigating these seismic hazards.35 The Act was passed by the legislature 
following the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake.  The Act requires site-specific geotechnical investigations be 
conducted to identify the hazard and to assist in the formulation of mitigation measures prior to 
permitting most developments designed for human occupancy within the Zones of Required 
Investigation.  The Seismic Hazard Zone Maps indicate where site-specific investigation is required and 
these investigations determine whether structural design or modification of the development is 
necessary.36  According to the Seismic Zones Hazard Map prepared for the San Fernando 7 ½ Minute 
Quadrangle, the project site is located outside an area where there is an elevated risk for liquefaction.  The 
project site will continue to be exposed to potential ground shaking in the event of an earthquake.  The 
degree of ground shaking is dependent on the location of the earthquake epicenter, the earthquake’s 
intensity, and a number of other variables.  For the project area, the degree of impact will not be 
significantly different from that anticipated for the surrounding areas. As a result, no significant adverse 
impacts are anticipated.   

B. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 
substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?  No Impact. 

The project site is located within a landscaped yard area located adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility building.  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular 
phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  An equipment enclosure would be constructed 
beneath the monopole.  The enclosure’s dimensions will be 12-feet by 25-feet with a maximum height of 
6-feet. The proposed facility’s footprint will be less that 500 square feet and the amount of disturbance 
that could lead to soil erosion is limited.  In addition, the development site is level.  Given the developed 
character of the site and the limited area of disturbance, no significant adverse impacts related to 
expansive soils are anticipated.  

C. Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 
location on a geologic unit or a soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, 
or collapse?  No Impact. 

Recent studies completed by the CGS Seismic Hazard Zones Mapping Program indicate the site is not 
located within an area subject to potential slope failure.37  The site is also are located on relatively level 
                                                 

35 Seismic Hazards Mapping Act of 1990 (Public Resources Code, Chapter 7.8, Section 2690-2699.6) 

36 A copy of each approved geotechnical report including the mitigation measures is required to be submitted to the California 
Geological Survey within 30 days of approval of the report.  A Certified Engineering Geologist or Registered Civil Engineer with 
competence in the field of seismic hazard evaluation is required to prepare, review and approve the geotechnical report. The Act 
requires peer review and this individual may be either local agency staff or a retained consultant.  It must be noted that the 
Department of Conservation does not have authority to approve or disapprove the geotechnical reports; rather the data is utilized for 
future updates as well as monitor the effectiveness of the Program.  In addition, cities and counties are to incorporate the Seismic 
Hazard Zone Maps into their Safety Elements. Both the Act and the Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement also require sellers of real 
property to disclose to buyers if property is in a Seismic Hazard Zone of Required Investigation. 

37 California Division of Mines and Geology. Preliminary Map of Seismic Hazard Zones. 1998. 
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terrain that has previously undergone development.  As a result, no impacts due to potential unstable soils 
are anticipated.  

D. Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts, including location on expansive 
soil, as defined in Uniform Building Code (2001),creating substantial risks to life or property?  No 
Impact. 

The soils that underlie the project site consist of silty sand, clayey sand, and clay.  These soils do not 
represent a constraint to development, as evidenced by existing improvements and the other development 
found within the immediate area.  Furthermore, the on-site soils do not exhibit any unique shrink-swell 
characteristics.  As a result, no expansive soil impacts are anticipated. 

E. Would the project result in or expose people to potential impacts, including soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?  No Impact. 

No septic tanks will be used as part of proposed wireless communication facility’s construction or 
operation.  The facility will be unmanned.  As a result, no impacts associated with the use of septic tanks 
will occur as part of the proposed project’s implementation.   

3.6.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential cumulative impact related to earth and geology is typically site specific.  Furthermore, the 
analysis herein determined that the proposed project would not result in significant adverse impacts 
related to landform modification, grading, or the destruction of a geologically significant landform or 
feature.  As a result, no cumulative earth and geology impacts will occur as part of the proposed project’s 
implementation.   

3.6.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis determined that the proposed project would not result in any significant adverse impacts 
related to earth and geology would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent 
implementation.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.7 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

3.7.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A project may be deemed to have a significant adverse impact on greenhouse gas emissions if it results in 
any of the following: 

 The generation of greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the environment; and, 

 The potential for conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses. 
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3.7.2 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

A.  Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the environment? No Impact.  

The State of California requires CEQA documents include an evaluation of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions or gases that trap heat in the atmosphere.  GHG are emitted by both natural processes and 
human activities.  Examples of GHG that are produced both by natural and industrial processes include 
carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N20).  The accumulation of GHG in the 
atmosphere regulates the earth's temperature.  Without these natural GHG, the Earth's surface would be 
about 61°F cooler.38  However, emissions from fossil fuel combustion by humans have elevated the 
concentrations of GHG in the atmosphere to above natural levels.  Scientific evidence indicates there is a 
correlation between increasing global temperatures/climate change over the past century and human 
induced levels of GHG.  These and other environmental changes have potentially negative 
environmental, economic, and social consequences around the globe.  GHG differ from criteria or toxic 
air pollutants in that the GHG emissions do not cause direct adverse human health effects.  Rather, the 
direct environmental effect of GHG emissions is the increase in global temperatures, which in turn has 
numerous impacts on the environment and humans.  For example, some observed changes include 
shrinking glaciers, thawing permafrost, later freezing and earlier break-up of ice on rivers and lakes, a 
lengthened growing season, shifts in plant and animal ranges, and earlier flowering of trees.  Other, 
longer term environmental impacts of global warming may include a rise in sea level, changing weather 
patterns with increases in the severity of storms and droughts, changes to local and regional ecosystems 
including the potential loss of species, and a significant reduction in winter snow pack.  

The California Natural Resources Agency is presently developing the State's Climate Adaptation Strategy.  
Currently, there are no federal standards for GHG emissions and federal regulations have not yet been 
promulgated.  Recently, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the effects associated with climate change are 
serious and the EPA must regulate GHG as pollutants including the development of regulations for GHG 
emissions from new motor vehicles.  A number of states, including California, have set statewide GHG 
emission targets.  The passage of Assembly Bill (AB) 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 
2006, established the California target to achieve reductions in GHG to 1990 GHG emission levels by the 
year 2020.39  The URBEMIS 9.1.8 computer model was used to identify the proposed project’s generation 
of carbon dioxide (CO2), a primary greenhouse gas. The proposed wireless cellular telecommunications 
facility will not result in the generation of any daily CO2 emissions.  As a result, the no impacts related to 
additional greenhouse gas emissions will result from the proposed project’s implementation.  

B.   Would the project conflict an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses? No Impact. 

The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular phone tower with 
a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  An equipment enclosure building would be constructed beneath the 
cellular tower.  The proposed project will not involve or require any variance from an adopted plan, policy, 
or regulation governing GHP emissions.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts related to a potential 

                                                 
38 California, State of.  OPR Technical Advisory – CEQA and Climate Change: Addressing Climate Change through the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Review.  June 19, 2008. 
 
39 Ibid. 
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conflict an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gasses are anticipated.  Furthermore, the proposed project will not result in the generation of 
additional greenhouse gasses as indicated in the previous section.  As a result, no impacts are anticipated 
to result from the proposed project’s implementation.  

3.7.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The analysis herein also determined that the proposed project would not result in any significant adverse 
impacts related to the emissions of greenhouse gasses.  As a result, no significant adverse cumulative 
impacts will result from the proposed project’s implementation.    

3.7.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions indicated that no significant 
adverse impacts would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a 
result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.8 HAZARDS & HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  

3.8.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on risk of upset and human health if it results in any of the following: 

 The creation of a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials; 

 The creation of a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment; 

 The generation of hazardous emissions or the handling of hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school; 

 Locating the project on a site that is included on a list of hazardous material sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 resulting in a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment; 

 Locating the project within an area governed by an airport land use plan, or where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a public use airport; 

 Locating the project in the vicinity of a private airstrip that would result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area; 

 The impairment of the implementation of, or physical interference with, an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan; or, 
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 The exposure of people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wild 
land fire, including where wild lands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wild lands. 

3.8.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?  No Impact.   

The project site is located within a landscaped yard area located adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility building.  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular 
phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  An equipment enclosure would be constructed 
beneath the monopole.  Hazardous chemicals and materials used on-site will be limited to those used for 
routine maintenance and cleaning.  Because of the nature of the proposed use, no hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials will be emitted.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

B. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment, or result in 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned located next to the Public Works Operations Facility.  Over the years, a number of 
health concerns have been raised with respect to the electromagnetic radio frequency (EMF) radiation 
emitted from cellular phone antennae and other similar types of equipment. Although there is ongoing 
scientific debate concerning the potential for health risks to humans at different levels of exposure to RMF 
radiation, the federal government has mandated as part of the adoption of the Federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, that local governments cannot implement health and safety standards 
which are more restrictive than those of the Federal government. Section 704 of Title 7 of the Federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (effective February 8, 1996), states the following: 

"No State or local government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the placement, 
construction, and modification of personal wireless service facilities on the basis of the 
environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such facilities comply with 
the Commission's regulations concerning such emissions." 

As required by City Code, the applicant has submitted documentation prepared by a consulting engineer 
noting that the unmanned wireless telecommunications facility will comply with the prevailing standards 
as set forth by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for limiting public exposure to 
radiofrequency energy.  This documentation is provided in the Appendix.  As a result, no significant 
adverse impacts concerning a release of hazardous materials are anticipated.  

C. Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?  No impact.   

Hazardous chemicals and materials used on-site will be limited to commercial products used in 
maintenance and cleaning products.  As a result, no significant unmitigable impacts are anticipated 
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related to locating new development on sites identified as having the potential to contain hazardous 
materials or substances. 

D. Would the project be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous material sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment?  No Impact. 

The proposed project site is not included on a hazardous sites list compiled pursuant to California 
Government Code Section 65962.5.40  As a result, no impacts will occur with respect to locating the 
project on a site included on a hazardous list pursuant to the government code. 

E. Would the project be located within an airport land use plan, or where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a public use airport, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area?  No Impact. 

The project site is not located within 2 miles of an operational public airport.  Whiteman Airport is located 
1.8 miles to the southeast of the project site.  Whiteman Airport is a county-owned general aviation 
airport.  Other major airports in the surrounding region include Burbank-Glendale Airport (located 
approximately 9 miles to the southeast), Los Angeles International Airport (located approximately 25 
miles to the south), and Van Nuys Airport (located approximately 7 miles to the south).  The proposed 
monopole height of 60-feet will not be tall enough to interfere with aircraft operations.  In addition, the 
project site is located outside of the accident protection zone of Whiteman Airport.  Future development 
arising as part of the proposed project’s implementation will not present a safety hazard to aircraft and/or 
airport operations at a public use airport.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.  

F. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area?  No Impact. 

Whiteman Airport is located 1.8 miles to the southeast of the project site.  Other major airports in the 
surrounding region include Burbank-Glendale Airport (located approximately 9 miles to the southeast), 
Los Angeles International Airport (located approximately 25 miles to the south), and Van Nuys Airport 
(located approximately 7 miles to the south).41  The project site is not located within 2 miles of a private 
airstrip.  As a result, the proposed project will not present a safety hazard related to aircraft and/or airport 
operations at a private use airstrip. 

G. Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?  No Impact.  

At no time will adjacent streets be closed to traffic during the installation and construction phases.  
Furthermore, the alleyway and parking area located adjacent to the proposed project site will remain 
open.  Construction hours will also be required to comply with the current San Fernando Municipal Code 
Standards.  Finally, the construction plan must identify specific provisions for the regulation of 

                                                 
40 California, State of, Department of Toxic Substances Control, DTSC's Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List - Site 

Cleanup (Cortese List), 2009. 

41 United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 
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construction vehicle ingress and egress to the site during construction as a means to provide continued 
through-access to the court house building.  All of the construction activities and staging areas will be 
located on-site.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are associated with the proposed project’s 
implementation. 

H.  Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 
wild lands fire, including where wild lands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wild lands?  No Impact.  

The entire city is urbanized and the majority of the parcels are developed.42  There are no areas of native 
vegetation found within the project site or in the surrounding properties that could provide a fuel source 
for a wildfire.  As a result, there are no impacts associated with potential wildfires from off-site locations. 

3.8.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential impacts related to hazardous materials are site specific.  Furthermore, the analysis herein 
also determined that the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any significant 
adverse impacts related to hazards and/or hazardous materials.  As a result, no significant adverse 
cumulative impacts related to hazards or hazardous materials will result from the proposed project’s 
implementation.    

3.8.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials indicated that no significant 
adverse impacts would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a 
result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.9 HYDROLOGY & WATER QUALITY 

3.9.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse environmental impact on water resources or water quality if it results in any of the 
following: 

 A violation of any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements; 

 A substantial depletion of groundwater supplies or interference with groundwater recharge such 
that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table 
level;  

 A substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern of the site or area through the alteration 
of the course of a stream or river in a manner that would result in substantial erosion or siltation 
on or off-site;  

                                                 
42United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 



CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND INITIAL STUDY ● T-MOBILE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, 120 NORTH MACNEIL STREET 

 

 

 Page 55 

 A substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including the alteration 
of the course of a stream or river, in a manner that would result in flooding on or off-site; 

 The creation or contribution of water runoff that would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
storm water drainage systems or the generation of substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff;  

 The substantial degradation of water quality; 

 The placement of housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a Federal Flood 
Hazard Boundary, Flood Insurance Rate Map, or other flood hazard delineation map;  

 The placement of structures within 100-year flood hazard areas that would impede or redirect 
flood flows;   

 The exposure of people or structures to a significant risk of flooding as a result of dam or levee 
failure; or, 

 The exposure of a project to inundation by seiche, tsunami or mudflow.   

3.9.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?  No 
Impact.  

The City of San Fernando Public Works Department, Water Production Division, operates and maintains 
4 wells, 3 booster pump stations, 4 reservoirs and 2 pressure regulation stations.  All of the wells are 
located in the Sylmar area.  Imported water is also purchased from Metropolitan Water District (MWD) of 
Southern California to augment the local ground water supplies.  The city also maintains a six-inch 
emergency connection to the city’s water distribution system from the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power.  Local groundwater supplies are drawn from the Sylmar groundwater basin with 
chlorine being added to the water for disinfection.  All four of the city’s water wells currently use on-site 
chlorination to treat the water.   

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property.  The project site is located within a landscaped yard area located adjacent to 
the Public Works Operations Facility building.  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 
60-foot high unmanned cellular phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  An equipment 
enclosure would be constructed beneath the monopole.  The footprint of the project site is relatively small 
in land area.  Given the developed character of the site, there will not be a significant net increase in the 
amount of quality of storm water runoff.  Potential water quality impacts are discussed under Section 
3.9.2.F.   
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B. Would the project substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge in such a way that would cause a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering 
of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of a pre-existing nearby well would 
drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for which permits have 
been granted)? No Impact.  

The project site is located within a landscaped yard area located adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility building.  Given the small size of the affected area and the nature of the proposed use, the actual 
net increase in water consumption will be limited to that used for cleaning and maintenance.   As a result, 
no significant adverse impacts are anticipated to result from the proposed project’s implementation.   

C. Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner, which would result in substantial erosion 
or siltation on- or off-site?  No Impact.   

No natural drainage or riparian areas remain within the project site due to area’s previous development.  
As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

D.  Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner, which would result in flooding on-or off-
site?  No Impact. 

There are no natural lakes or streams within or adjacent to the project site.  The site is currently 
developed and no natural drainage features are found within the project site boundaries.43  As a result, no 
impacts are anticipated.   

E. Would the project create or contribute runoff water that would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?  
No Impact. 

No significant change in the amount of surface runoff volumes within the project site is anticipated due to 
the nature and extent of the existing impervious surfaces.   The proposed facility’s footprint will be 
approximately 300 square feet and the amount of disturbance that could lead to soil erosion is limited.  In 
addition, the development site is level. As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

F. Would the project otherwise substantially degrade water quality?  No  Impact. 

The major source of potential water pollution in the vicinity of the project site is related to sheet runoff 
capturing surface pollutants that are then conveyed into the local storm water system that is composed of 
gutters, drains, catch basins and pipes.  This storm water infrastructure collects the rainwater runoff and 
ultimately deposits everything it gathers, including contaminants and debris, into the ocean.  Trash, 
animal waste, chemicals, and other pollutants are transported untreated through the storm water system 
where it collects in the beach environment.  The proposed facility’s footprint will be approximately 300 
square feet and the amount of disturbance that could lead to soil erosion is limited.  In addition, the 
development site is level.   As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated. 
                                                 

43 United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 
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G. Would the project place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a Federal Flood 
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map?  No Impact.  

The project site is not located within a designated flood hazard area as identified by Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).44  Future development will not impede or redirect the flows of potential 
floodwater, since the project site is not located within a flood hazard area, as defined by FEMA’s Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).45  Therefore, no impacts related to flood flows are associated with the 
proposed project’s implementation.   

H. Would the project place within a 100-year flood hazard area, structures that would impede or 
redirect flood flows?  No Impact. 

As indicated previously, the city is not located within a designated 100-year flood hazard area as defined 
by FEMA.46  As a result, the proposed wireless telecommunications facility will not impede or redirect the 
flows of potential floodwater, since it is not located within a flood hazard area.  Therefore, no flood-related 
impacts anticipated with the proposed project’s implementation. 

I. Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of flooding as a result of dam or 
levee failure?  No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is not located within a designated flood hazard area as identified by the FEMA.  
There are three dams located in the vicinity of the city including Hansen Dam, Lopez Dam, and Los 
Angeles Reservoir Dam.  The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers has prepared Emergency Plan maps 
indicating the potential inundation area for the Hansen and Lopez Dams.  The potential inundation area 
for the Hansen Dam is located south of the dam, outside the city boundaries.  The potential inundation 
area includes a small portion of the northeasterly corner of the city though the site is located outside the 
inundation area.  The Los Angeles Reservoir Dam is located to the southwest of the city and the potential 
inundation area is located further south of the reservoir.  Since the project site is located outside the 
potential inundation area of these reservoirs, no impacts are anticipated.  

J.  Would the project result in inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is located inland from the Pacific Ocean and the project area would not be 
exposed to the effects of a tsunami.  No dams, reservoirs or volcanoes are located near the city that would 
present seiche or volcanic hazards.  In addition, there are no surface water bodies in the immediate area 
of the project site that would result in a potential seiche hazards.47  As a result, no impacts related to 
seiche, tsunami, or mudflows will result from the implementation of the proposed project. 

 

 

                                                 
44  Federal Emergency Management Agency. Interim Maps for AR Zone. 1998. 

 
45  Ibid. 
 
46  Ibid. 
 
47 United State Geological Survey.  San Fernando 7 ½ Minute Quadrangle.  Release Date March 25, 1999. 
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3.9.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential impacts related to hydrology and storm water runoff are typically site specific. Furthermore, 
the analysis determined that the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any 
significant adverse impacts.  As a result, no cumulative impacts are anticipated.     

3.9.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

As indicated previously, the site’s hydrological characteristics will not substantially change due to the 
extent of the existing hardscape surfaces that occupy the site.  As a result, no mitigation will be required.   

3.10 LAND USE 

3.10.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on land use and development if it results in any of the following: 

 The disruption or division of the physical arrangement of an established community; 

 A conflict with an applicable land use plan, policy or regulation of the agency with jurisdiction 
over the project; or, 

 A conflict with any applicable conservation plan or natural community conservation plan. 

3.10.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project physically divide or disrupt an established community or otherwise result in an 
incompatible land use?  No Impact. 

The project site is located within a landscaped yard area located adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility building.  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot high unmanned cellular 
phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  An equipment enclosure would be constructed 
beneath the monopole.   

The proposed project site is centrally located in the City of San Fernando in the larger Civic Center 
complex.  The project site is located along the north side of the existing City of San Fernando Public 
Works Operations Facility building.  The building is located on the southeast corner of Macneil Street and 
the access alley (formerly Second Street which is now vacated).  Nearby facilities include the City Hall, 
located opposite the site on the west side of Macneil Street, the Police Department, County Court building, 
and the Public Works Yard.    The project site and the surrounding properties are zoned as C-1 (Limited 
Commercial).48  An aerial photograph of the project site and the surrounding area is provided in Exhibit 4.  
The project site is currently landscaped with turf.  An aerial photograph of the project site is provided in 
Exhibit 5.  Photographs of the existing site where the development is proposed are provided in Exhibits 6 
and 7.  The proposed wireless telecommunications facility will not require a General Plan Amendment or 

                                                 
48 Blodgett/Baylosis Associates.  This information was compiled during a site visit on June 15th, 2010. 
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Zone Change.  The project will not involve the closure of any existing roadways or otherwise result in the 
division of an established neighborhood.  As a result, no impacts will result from the proposed project’s 
implementation with respect to the division of an established community. 

B. Would the project conflict with an applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including but not limited to, a general plan, specific plan, local coastal 
program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect?  No Impact. 

The proposed project site is centrally located in the City of San Fernando in the larger Civic Center 
complex.  The project site is located along the north side of the existing City of San Fernando Public 
Works Operations Facility building.  The building is located on the southeast corner of Macneil Street and 
the access alley (formerly Second Street which is now vacated).   Nearby facilities include the City Hall, 
located opposite the site on the west side of Macneil Street, the Police Department, County Court building, 
and the Public Works Yard.  The project site and the surrounding properties are zoned as C-1 (Limited 
Commercial).49  As part of the proposed project’s implementation, the city will consider the following: 

Pursuant to City Code Section 106-1346, the installation of a wireless telecommunications facility and 
all associated equipment requires the approval of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) prior to the 
facility’s construction, replacement, or modification.  Additionally, the proposal shall first undergo the 
site plan review process and comply with all applicable development and design guidelines prior to 
the issuance of a building permit. 

The proposed wireless telecommunications facility will not require a General Plan Amendment of Zone 
Change.  The potential impacts associated with the granting of the aforementioned variances are 
discussed under aesthetics.  Given the proposed project is consistent with the city’s general plan in terms 
of use the proposed project’s implementation will not result in any significant adverse impacts. 

C. Will the project conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan?  No Impact  

No natural open space areas are located within the proposed project site or in the surrounding area.  In 
addition, no adjacent properties are subject to habitat conservation plans.  The project site and the 
surrounding parcels are not subject to a habitat conservation plan or local coastal plan.  Finally, there are 
no designated Significant Ecological Areas located within one mile of the city.  As a result, the proposed 
project will not result in any impact on a habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation 
plan. 

3.10.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential cumulative impacts with respect to land use are site specific.  Furthermore, the analysis 
determines that the proposed project will not result in any significant adverse impacts.  As a result, no 
significant adverse cumulative land use impacts will occur. 

 

                                                 
49 Blodgett/Baylosis Associates.  This information was compiled during a site visit on June 15th, 2010. 
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3.10.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis determined that no significant adverse impacts on land use and planning would result from 
the implementation of the proposed project.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.  

3.11 MINERAL RESOURCES 

3.11.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on energy and mineral resources if it results in any of the following: 

 The loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state; or 

 The loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan. 

3.11.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents or the state?  No Impact. 

There are no oil wells located in the city or near the project site.50  Furthermore, the project site is not 
located within a Significant Mineral Aggregate Resource Area (SMARA) nor is it located in an area with 
active mineral extraction activities.  As a result, no impacts on existing mineral resources will result from 
the proposed project’s implementation. 

B. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery 
site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?  No Impact.  

There are no mineral, oil or energy extraction and/or generation activities located within the project site.  
Review of maps provided by the State Department of Conservation indicated that there are no oil wells 
located within the project site or in the vicinity.  The resources and materials used in the new construction 
will not include any materials that are considered rare or unique.  Thus, the proposed project will not 
result in any significant adverse effects on mineral resources in the region.   

3.11.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential impacts on mineral resources are site specific.  Furthermore, the analysis determined that 
the proposed project would not result in any impacts on mineral resources.  As a result, no cumulative 
impacts will occur.  

 

                                                 

50 State of California Department of Conservation.  Regional Wildcat Map. October 1991. 
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3.11.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential impacts related to mineral resources indicated that no significant adverse 
impacts would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a result, 
no mitigation measures are required.   

3.12 NOISE  

3.12.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on the environment if it results in any of the following: 

 The exposure of persons to, or the generation of, noise levels in excess of standards established in 
the local general plan, noise ordinance or applicable standards of other agencies; 

 The exposure of people to, or generation of, excessive ground-borne noise levels; 

 A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project above levels 
existing without the project; 

 A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project; 

 Locating within an area governed by an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or private use airport, where the project would 
expose people to excessive noise levels; or, 

 Locating within the vicinity of a private airstrip that would result in the exposure of people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels. 

3.11.8 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 
No Impact. 

Noise levels may be described using a number of methods designed to evaluate the “loudness” of a 
particular noise. The most commonly used unit for measuring the level of sound is the decibel (dB).   Zero 
on the decibel scale represents the lowest limit of sound that can be heard by humans. The eardrum may 
rupture at 140 dB.  In general, an increase of 3 dB in the ambient noise level is considered to represent the 
threshold for human sensitivity.  In other words, increases in ambient noise levels of 3.0 dB or less are not 
generally perceptible to persons with average hearing abilities.   

The proposed facility will be unmanned and the equipment will be enclosed.  The electrical equipment will 
not result in the generation of any noise that could affect the neighboring residences.  In addition, vehicle 
trips to the facility will be limited to those associated with routine maintenance and equipment repair.  
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The cumulative traffic will not be great enough to result in a measurable or perceptible increase in traffic 
noise (it typically requires a doubling of traffic volumes to increase the ambient noise levels to 3.0 dBA or 
greater).  As a result, the proposed project’s implementation will not result in any significant adverse 
noise impacts. 

B. Would the project result in exposure of people to or generation of excessive ground-borne noise 
levels? No Impact. 

The proposed facility will be unmanned and the equipment will be enclosed.  The electrical equipment will 
not result in the generation of any noise that could affect the neighboring residences.   In addition, vehicle 
trips to the facility will be limited to those associated with routine maintenance and equipment repair.  
The cumulative traffic will not be great enough to result in a measurable or perceptible increase in traffic 
noise.  As a result, the proposed project will not result in any significant adverse impacts.   

C. Would the project result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity above levels existing without the project?  No Impact.   

The project will involve the installation of a wireless telecommunication facility and the activities typically 
associated with such uses will not generate significant increases in the ambient noise levels.  Traffic noise 
generated by the proposed project will not result in a measurable or discernable increase in the ambient 
noise levels.  The additional traffic on area roadways will result in noise level increases of less than 3.0 
dBA, as indicated previously.  As a result, the proposed project will not result in any significant adverse 
impacts.   

D. Would the project result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in 
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?  Less than Significant Impact. 

Composite construction noise is best characterized by Bolt, Beranek, and Newman.51  In this study, the 
noisiest phases of construction are anticipated to be 89 dBA as measured at a distance of 50 feet from the 
construction activity.  This value takes into account both the number of pieces and spacing of the heavy 
equipment typically used in a construction effort.  In later phases during building erection, noise levels 
are typically reduced from these values and the physical structures further break up line-of-sight noise.  
However, as a worse-case scenario, the 89 dBA value was used as an average noise level for the 
construction activities.  Based on spreading losses, noise levels could exceed 70 dBA at the property line.  
These impacts will be short-term and cease once construction has been completed.  All construction 
activities must conform to the city’s Noise Control regulations.   

The construction noise levels will also decline as you move away from the noise source.  This effect is 
known as spreading loss.  In general, the noise level adjustment that takes the spreading loss into account 
calls for a 6 dBA reduction for every doubling of the distance beginning with the initial 50-foot distance.  
Because of the limited duration of the facility’s installation and the requirement that the construction 
activities adhere to the city’s noise control requirements, the potential impacts will be less than 
significant. 

                                                 
51 USEPA, Protective Noise Levels. 1971. 
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E. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?  No Impact. 

The project site is located within two miles of an operational public airport.  Whiteman Airport is located 
1.8 miles to the southeast of the project site.  This airport is a small general aviation airport that handles 
smaller private aircraft.  The nearest major airports in the surrounding region include Burbank-Glendale 
Airport (located approximately 9 miles to the southeast), Los Angeles International Airport (located 
approximately 25 miles to the south), and Van Nuys Airport (located approximately 7 miles to the south).  
As a result, no significant adverse impacts related to the exposure of persons to aircraft noise from a 
public use airport are anticipated. 

F. Within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise levels? No Impact. 

The city is not located within two miles of an operational private airport.  Whiteman Airport is located 1.8 
miles to the southeast of the project site and is a general aviation facility owned by Los Angeles County.  
Other major airports in the surrounding region include Burbank-Glendale Airport (located approximately 
9 miles to the southeast), Los Angeles International Airport (located approximately 25 miles to the south), 
and Van Nuys Airport (located approximately 7 miles to the south).  As a result, no impacts related to the 
exposure of persons to aircraft noise from a private airstrip will result from the proposed project. 

3.12.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The analysis indicated the proposed project would not result in any significant adverse cumulative noise 
impacts.   As a result, no significant adverse cumulative noise impacts will occur. 
 
3.12.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential noise impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result from the 
proposed project’s construction and operation.  As a result, no mitigation measures are required.   

3.13 POPULATION & HOUSING  

3.13.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant impact on housing and population if it results in any of the following: 

 A substantial growth in the population within an area, either directly or indirectly related to a 
project; 

 The displacement of a substantial number of existing housing units, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing; or, 

 The displacement of substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing. 
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3.13.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly or indirectly 
(e.g., through projects in an undeveloped area or extension of major infrastructure)?  No Impact.  

Growth-inducing impacts are generally associated with the provision of urban services to an undeveloped 
or rural area, such as utilities, improved roadways, and expanded public services.  The proposed project is 
a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility within a city-owned 
property located next to the Public Works Operations Facility.  The proposed facility will be unmanned 
and all of the utility connections and other infrastructure will continue to serve the project site only.  As a 
result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated. 

B. Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere?  No Impact. 

The project site is located within an existing city-owned property adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility.  No housing units are located within the project site.   As a result, no significant adverse impacts 
related to housing displacement will result from the proposed project’s implementation. 

C. Would the project displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere?  No Impact. 

The project site is located within an existing city-owned property adjacent to the Public Works Operations 
Facility.  No housing units are located within the project site.   As a result, no significant adverse impacts 
related to population displacement will result from the proposed project’s implementation. 

3.13.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The analysis of potential noise impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result from the 
proposed project’s implementation.  As a result, no significant adverse cumulative impacts related to 
population and housing will occur.   

3.13.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential population and housing impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts 
would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.   

3.14 PUBLIC SERVICES  

3.14.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on public services if it results in any of the following: 

 A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant environmental impact 
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in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 
relative to fire protection services; 

 A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant environmental impact 
in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 
relative to police protection services; 

 A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant environmental impact 
in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 
relative to school services; or, 

 A substantial adverse physical impact associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant environmental impact 
in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives 
relative to other government services. 

3.14.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  

A. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives relative to fire protection services?  No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is served by the City of Los Angeles Fire Department that operates from 3 
nearby fire stations.  The stations are located in the neighboring communities of the City of Los Angeles.  
The existing stations that serve the city include the following: Station # 75 (15345 San Fernando Mission 
Boulevard, Mission Hills); Station #91 (14430 Polk Street, Sylmar); and Station #98 (13035 Van Nuys 
Boulevard).  The Fire Department currently reviews all new development plans, and future development 
will be required to conform to all fire protection and prevention requirements, including, but not limited 
to, building setbacks, emergency access, and etcetera.    The proposed project will not place additional 
demands on the city’s fire department services.  As a result, no impacts are anticipated.     

B. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives relative to police protection?  Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. 

Law enforcement services in the city are provided by the San Fernando Police Department that was 
established following the city’s incorporation.  The Department operates from a facility located at 910 
First Street in the Civic Center complex and its staffing currently consists of 37 sworn officers, 23 reserve 
personnel, and 34 civilian personnel.  As part of the police department’s annual review, demand shall be 
evaluated and resources allocated as necessary. Mitigation measures have been recommended in Section 
3.14.3 as a means to limit vandalism and theft.  The potential impacts will be less than significant with 
adherence to the required mitigation.   
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C. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, or other performance 
objectives relative to school services?  No Impact. 

Public educational services in or within close proximity of the city are provided by the Los Angeles Unified 
School District that operates a total of 9 schools that serve city residents including one high school, two 
middle schools 6 elementary schools and a continuation school.  One middle school is located within the 
city’s corporate limits.  The project site is located within an existing city-owned property located adjacent 
to the Public Works Operations Facility.  The proposed project will not involve any development and/or 
uses that could potentially affect school enrollments.   As a result, no significant adverse impacts on 
schools will result from the proposed project’s implementation.   

D. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which would cause significant 
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives relative to other governmental services?  No Impact.   

The proposed project will be unmanned and limited waste generation is anticipated.  The proposed 
project will not place any additional demands on public services.  As a result, no significant adverse 
impacts are anticipated.   

3.14.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The future development contemplated as part of the proposed project’s implementation will not result in 
an incremental increase in the demand for emergency services.  As a result, no cumulative impacts are 
anticipated.   

3.14.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of public service impacts indicated that the following mitigation was warranted as a means to 
reduce vandalism and theft.  

Mitigation Measure 4 (Public Services Impacts).  The applicant shall install security measures 
that will deter vandalism and theft.  Such security devices may not employ equipment (bells, 
sirens, lights) that will adversely impact adjacent properties.  The city must approve all security 
measures prior to their installation.   

Mitigation Measure 5 (Public Services Impacts).  The monopole must be protected to prevent 
persons from climbing on the equipment.  All security measures must be approved by the city 
prior to their installation.   

Mitigation Measure 6 (Public Services Impacts).  The building housing the equipment cabinets 
must be designed and secured to prevent persons from hiding within or next to the structure.  
Appropriate security lighting must be provided as a means to provide adequate illumination.  
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Mitigation Measure 7 (Public Services Impacts).  The applicant must adhere to, and implement, 
any security recommendations provided by the city.  

3.15 RECREATION IMPACTS 

3.15.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on the environment if it results in any of the following: 

 The use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated; or,  

 The construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment. 

3.15.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated?  No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando Parks and Recreation Department operates 5 public parks.  These include La 
Palmas Park (505 South Huntington Street), Layne Park (120 North Huntington Street), Recreation Park 
(208 Park Avenue), Pioneer Park (828 Harding Avenue), and Heritage Park (2025 Fourth Street).  The 
Department is also responsible for the maintenance and operation of the Lopez Adobe located at 1100 
Pico Street.  These existing parks have a total useable land area of approximately 34.13 acres.  The 
proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility within 
a city-owned property located adjacent to the Public Works Operations Facility. The proposed use would 
not result in any development that would potentially increase the demand for public park facilities and 
services.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

B. Would the project affect existing recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?  No Impact. 

The proposed use would not result in any development that would potentially increase the demand for 
public park facilities and services.  As a result, the potential impacts will be less than significant.   

3.15.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The analysis determined the proposed project would not result in any potential impact on recreational 
facilities and services.  As a result, no cumulative impacts on recreational facilities would result from the 
proposed project’s implementation.   
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3.15.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential impacts related to parks and recreation indicated that no significant adverse 
impacts would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a result, 
no mitigation measures are required.   

3.16 TRANSPORTATION & CIRCULATION  

3.16.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project will normally have a significant 
adverse impact on traffic and circulation if it results in any of the following: 

 A conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system, taking into account all modes of transportation 
including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant components of the circulation 
system, including but not limited to, intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and 
bicycle paths, and mass transit; 

 A conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including but not limited to, level 
of service standards and travel demand measures, or other standards established by the County 
congestion management agency for designated roads or highways; 

 Results in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels or a change 
in the location that result in substantial safety risks;  

 Substantially increases hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment); 

 Results in inadequate emergency access; or,   

 A conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or 
pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such facilities. 

3.16.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project cause a conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing 
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into account all 
modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant components 
of the circulation system, including but not limited to, intersections, streets, highways and freeways, 
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit)?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located next to the Public Works Operations Facility.  T-Mobile would lease 
the site from the City of San Fernando.  The proposed project would involve the installation of a 60-foot 
high unmanned cellular phone tower with a stealth design as a faux pine tree.  The proposed project 
would not involve any alteration of any existing public street or the existing surface parking area.  The 
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proposed use will be unmanned and with not result in any traffic generation.  The only traffic will be 
related to occasional service and maintenance calls.  No existing bus stops would be affected by the 
proposed project.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated.     

B. Would the project result in a conflict with an applicable congestions management program, 
including but not limited to, level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other 
standards established by the County congestion management agency for designated roads or 
highways?  No Impacts. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located next to the Public Works Operations Facility.  T-Mobile would lease 
the site from the City of San Fernando.  The proposed project would not involve any alteration of any 
existing public street, the alley located next to the Los Angeles County Courts, or the existing surface 
parking area.  The proposed use will be unmanned and with not result in any traffic generation.  The only 
traffic will be related to occasional service and maintenance calls.  As a result, no significant adverse 
impacts are anticipated. 

C. Would the project results in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in the location that results in substantial safety risks?  No Impact.  

The proposed project would not involve any alteration of any existing public street or the existing surface 
parking area.  The proposed use will be unmanned and with not result in any traffic generation.  The only 
traffic will be related to occasional service and maintenance calls.  The proposed project would not result 
in any changes in traffic air traffic patterns.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts will result.  

D. Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?  No Impact. 

The proposed project would not involve any alteration of any existing public street or the existing surface 
parking area.  As a result, no impacts on the design or operation of the existing or planned right-of-way 
facilities will occur.  

E. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?  No Impact. 

At no time will any local streets or the surface parking area located adjacent to the project site be closed to 
traffic during the construction phases.  Subsequent to obtaining development entitlements from the 
Planning and Preservation Commission, a staging plan for the proposed construction will be submitted as 
part of building permit plan check review process for approval by the Public Works Department.  The 
construction plan will be required to identify the location of all on-site utility facilities as well as trash 
containers, construction vehicle parking areas and the staging area for debris removal and the delivery of 
building materials.  Construction hours will also be required to comply with the current San Fernando 
Municipal Code Standards.  Finally, the construction plan must identify specific provisions for the 
regulation of construction vehicle ingress and egress to the site during construction as a means to provide 
continued through-access for pedestrian and vehicles. All of the construction activities and staging areas 
will be located on-site.  As a result, the proposed project’s implementation will not result in any significant 
adverse impacts.   
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F. Would the project result in a conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public 
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such 
facilities? No Impact. 

No existing bus stops will be removed as part of the proposed installation.  As a result, the proposed 
project’s implementation will not result in any significant adverse impacts. 

3.16.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The future development contemplated as part of the proposed project’s implementation will no result in 
any increased traffic generation in the area.   As a result, no accumulative impacts are anticipated.   

3.16.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of potential impacts related to traffic and circulation indicated that no significant adverse 
impacts would result from the proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a result, 
no mitigation measures are required.   

3.17 UTILITIES  

3.17.1 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the City of San Fernando, acting as Lead Agency, a project may be deemed to have a 
significant adverse impact on utilities if it results in any of the following:  

 An exceedance of the wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board; 

 The construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts; 

 The construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects;   

 An overcapacity of the storm drain system causing area flooding;  

 A determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or may serve the project that it 
has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand; 

 The project will be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project’s solid waste disposal needs;  

 Non-compliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations relative to solid waste; 

 A need for new systems, or substantial alterations in power or natural gas facilities; or,  

 A need for new systems, or substantial alterations in communications systems.   
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3.17.2 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is a request for the installation of a T-Mobile wireless telecommunications facility 
within a city-owned property located next to the Public Works Operations Facility.  T-Mobile would lease 
the site from the City of San Fernando.  The proposed project would be unmanned and no effluent 
generation would be associated with the proposed facility’s operation.  As a result, no significant adverse 
impacts are anticipated.  

B. Would the project require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts?  No Impact. 

The City’s sewer lines are maintained by the City of San Fernando Department of Public Works, Sewer 
Maintenance Division.  The Division performs routine maintenance of the local sanitary sewer system 
including the cleaning of sewer main lines and manholes.  The local sewer system consists of 
approximately 40 miles (215,915 linear feet) of mains and over 800 manholes.  The City contracts with the 
City of Los Angeles for sewage treatment and disposal.  Since 1985, the City has contracted with the 
County of Los Angeles for the enforcement of the City's Industrial Waste Program. The Hyperion 
Treatment Plant has a dry weather design capacity of 450 million gallons per day (MGD) and is currently 
operating below capacity, providing treatment for 360 MGD.  The proposed project would be unmanned 
and no effluent generation would be associated with the proposed facility’s operation.  Limited water 
consumption is anticipated as part of landscape irrigation and facility maintenance.  As a result, no 
significant adverse impacts are anticipated.   

C. Would the project require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? No Impact. 

The City of San Fernando is served by the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), which 
operates and maintains regional and municipal storm drainage facilities.  The city works with the 
(LACFCD) in making local drainage plans and improvements.  The amount of impervious surfaces will not 
substantially change following development.  The projected storm water runoff is not anticipated to 
significantly increase with proposed project due to its relatively small footprint (approximately 500 
square feet in area).  As a result, no significant adverse impacts are anticipated. 

D. Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing 
entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?  No Impact. 

The proposed project would be unmanned and limited water consumption is anticipated as part of 
landscape irrigation and maintenance.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts on water supplies or 
services are anticipated. 
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E. Would the project result in a determination by the provider that serves or may serve the project that 
it has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments?  No Impact. 

Water in the project area is supplied by the City of San Fernando Water Department.  The County 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (“Districts”) treat wastewater from the City of San Fernando.  
The proposed project would be unmanned and limited water consumption is anticipated as part of 
landscape irrigation and maintenance.  As a result, no significant adverse impacts on existing wastewater 
treatment infrastructure will result from the proposed improvements.  

F. Would the project be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project’s solid waste disposal needs? No Impact. 

The proposed project would be unmanned and no solid waste generation is anticipated.    As a result, no 
significant adverse impacts will result from the proposed project’s implementation.   

G. Would the project comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid 
waste?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is not anticipated to result in the generation of any solid waste.  As a result, no 
adverse waste impact on regulations pertaining to solid waste generation will result from the proposed 
project’s implementation.   

H. Would the project result in a need for new systems, or substantial alterations in power or natural 
gas facilities?  No Impact. 

The Southern California Edison Company (“SCE”) and Sempra Energy provide service upon demand, and 
early coordination with these utility companies will ensure adequate and timely service to the project.  
Both utilities currently serve the planning area.  Thus, no significant adverse impacts on power and 
natural gas services will result from the implementation of the proposed project.  

I. Would the project result in a need for new systems, or substantial alterations in communications 
systems?  No Impact. 

The proposed project is an unmanned wireless telecommunications facility and is designed to enhance the 
service capabilities of T-Mobile.  The existing telephone lines in the area will be unaffected by the 
proposed project.  Thus, no significant adverse impacts on communication systems are anticipated. 

3.17.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The potential impacts related to water line and sewer line capacities are site specific.  Furthermore, the 
analysis herein also determined that the proposed project would not result in any significant adverse 
impact on local utilities.  The ability of the existing sewer and water lines to accommodate the projected 
demand from future related projects will require evaluation on a case-by-case basis.  As a result, no 
cumulative impacts on utilities will occur.   

 



CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND INITIAL STUDY ● T-MOBILE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, 120 NORTH MACNEIL STREET 

 

 

 Page 73 

3.17.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of utilities impacts indicated that no significant adverse impacts would result from the 
proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation.  As a result, no mitigation is required.   

3.18 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following findings can be made regarding the mandatory findings of significance set forth in Section 
15065 of the CEQA Guidelines based on the results of this environmental assessment: 

 The approval and subsequent implementation of the proposed project will not have the potential 
to degrade the quality of the environment, with the implementation of the mitigation measures 
included herein. 

 The approval and subsequent implementation of the proposed project will not have the potential 
to achieve short-term goals to the disadvantage of long-term environmental goals, with the 
implementation of the mitigation measures referenced herein. 

 The approval and subsequent implementation of the proposed project will not have impacts that 
are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable, when considering planned or proposed 
development in the immediate vicinity, with the implementation of the mitigation measures 
contained herein. 

 The approval and subsequent implementation of the proposed project will not have 
environmental effects that will adversely affect humans, either directly or indirectly, with the 
implementation of the mitigation measures contained herein. 

 The Initial Study indicated there is no evidence that the proposed project will have an adverse 
effect on wildlife resources or the habitant upon which any wildlife depends.   
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SECTION 4  
CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 FINDINGS 

The Initial Study determined that the proposed project is not expected to have significant adverse 
environmental impacts, with the implementation of the mitigation measure.  The following findings can 
be made regarding the mandatory findings of significance set forth in Section 15065 of the CEQA 
Guidelines based on the results of this initial study: 

 The proposed project will not have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, with 
the implementation of the mitigation measures included herein. 

 The proposed project will not have the potential to achieve short term goals to the disadvantage 
of long-term environmental goals, with the implementation of the mitigation measures referenced 
herein. 

 The proposed project will not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable, when considering planned or proposed development in the immediate vicinity, with 
the implementation of the mitigation measures contained herein. 

 The proposed project will not have environmental effects that will adversely affect humans, either 
directly or indirectly, with the implementation of the mitigation measures contained herein. 

In addition, pursuant to Section 21081(a) of the Public Resources Code, findings must be adopted by the 
decision-maker coincidental to the approval of a Mitigated Negative Declaration, which relates to the 
Mitigation Monitoring Program.  These findings shall be incorporated as part of the decision-maker’s 
findings of fact, in response to AB 3180 and in compliance with the requirements of the Public Resources 
Code.  In accordance with the requirements of Section 21081(a) and 21081.6 of the Public Resources 
Code, the City of San Fernando can make the following additional findings: 

 A Mitigation Reporting and Monitoring Program will be required; and, 

 An accountable enforcement agency or monitoring agency shall be identified for the Mitigation 
Measures adopted as part of the decision-maker’s final determination. 

4.2 MITIGATION MEASURES 

This section outlines the mitigation measures that are required as part of the proposed project’s 
implementation.  The implementation of the required mitigation measures will be enforced and 
monitored by the City of San Fernando Community Development Department.   
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The following mitigation measures will reduce the proposed project’s light and glare impacts to levels that 
are less than significant: 

Mitigation Measure 1 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The applicant shall provide the landscaping (tree and 
climbing vines on the equipment building) indicated in their application.  Once installed, all 
landscaping must be maintained in a manner consistent with the ongoing landscaping located 
at the Public Works facility.   

Mitigation Measure 2 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The monopole must be installed and maintained in a 
stealth fashion indicated in the application materials.  The materials used to simulate a pine 
tree must be maintained in a manner so as to camouflage the pole structure and the antennae 
panels.   

Mitigation Measure 3 (Aesthetic Impacts).  The building housing the equipment cabinets, the 
monopole, and all other facilities must be maintained in good condition at all times.  In 
addition, the applicant and/or operators of the facility must maintain the facility free from 
graffiti pursuant to the city’s Graffiti Control Ordinance.   

The analysis of public service impacts indicated that the following mitigation was warranted as a means to 
reduce vandalism and theft.  

Mitigation Measure 4 (Public Services Impacts).  The applicant shall install security measures 
that will deter vandalism and theft.  Such security devices may not employ equipment (bells, 
sirens, lights) that will adversely impact adjacent properties.  The city must approve all security 
measures prior to their installation.   

Mitigation Measure 5 (Public Services Impacts).  The monopole must be protected to prevent 
persons from climbing on the equipment.  All security measures must be approved by the city 
prior to their installation.   

Mitigation Measure 6 (Public Services Impacts).  The building housing the equipment cabinets 
must be designed and secured to prevent persons from hiding within or next to the structure.  
Appropriate security lighting must be provided as a means to provide adequate illumination.  

Mitigation Measure 7 (Public Services Impacts).  The applicant must adhere to, and implement, 
any security recommendations provided by the city.     
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