
 
 

 

Staff Contact Brian Saeki, City Manager

	

SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 2, 2015 – 6:00 PM  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Sylvia Ballin 
Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales 
Councilmember Jesse H. Avila 
Councilmember Joel Fajardo 
Councilmember Antonio Lopez 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Police Explorer Alejandro Rodriguez 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
There will be a  three  (3) minute  limitation per each member of  the audience who wishes  to 
make  comments  relating  to City Business.   Anyone wishing  to  speak, please  fill out  the blue 
form  located  at  the  Council  Chambers  entrance  and  submit  it  to  the  City  Clerk.    When 
addressing the City Council please speak into the microphone and voluntarily state your name 
and address. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items  on  the  Consent  Calendar  are  considered  routine  and may  be  disposed  of  by  a  single 
motion to adopt staff recommendation.  If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should 
first be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
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1)  CONSIDERATION  TO  ADOPT  RESOLUTION  NO.  15‐021  APPROVING  THE  WARRANT 
REGISTER 

 
2)  CONSIDERATION  TO  AUTHORIZE  SUBMITTAL  OF  GRANT  APPLICATIONS  TO  THE 

NATIONAL  ENDOWMENT  FOR  THE  ARTS  AND  THE  CALIFORNIA  ARTS  COUNCIL  FOR 
FUNDING SUPPORT OF THE MARIACHI MASTER APPRENTICE PROGRAM 

 
Recommend that the City Council: 
 
a.  Authorize  the  City Manager  to  allocate  City  staff  to  prepare  and  submit  a  grant 

application  to  the National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  in  the  amount  of  $57,000  to 
support the Mariachi Master Apprentice Program; and 

 
a. Authorize  the  City Manager  to  allocate  City  staff  to  prepare  and  submit  a  grant 

application to the California Arts Council in the amount of $12,000 to support the City 
of San Fernando Mariachi Master Apprentice Program. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
3)  REQUEST CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION ON FUTURE ACTIONS RELATED TO THE CALIFORNIA 

HIGH‐SPEED RAIL PROJECT 
 

Recommend  that  the  City  Council  provide  staff  with  direction  related  to  future  City 
actions  (e.g.,  responses  to  project  alternatives,  commenting  on  the  environmental 
assessment, public outreach, etc.) as it relates to the California High‐Speed Rail Project. 

 
 
COMMITTEE/COMMISSION LIAISON UPDATES 
 
 
GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
 
 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

Signed and Posted:  January 28, 2015 (6:00 p.m.) 
 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets  (including staff  reports and exhibits  related  to each  item) are posted on  the City’s  Internet Web site 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk’s Office. Any public writings distributed by the 
City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also be made available at the 
City Clerk’s Office at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City may 
also post such documents on the City’s Web Site at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require 
a disability‐related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call the City 
Clerk’s Office at (818) 898‐1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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AGENDA REPORT

FINANCE DEPARTMENT                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898‐7307                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
   
From:    Brian Saeki, City Manager 
  By:  Nick Kimball, Finance Director 
     
Date:    February 2, 2015 
 
Subject:  Consideration to Adopt Resolution No. 15‐021 Approving the Warrant Register 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It  is  recommended  that  the  City  Council  adopt  Resolution  No.  15‐021  (Attachment  “A”) 
approving the Warrant Register. 
 
   
BACKGROUND: 

For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval.   The Register  includes all  recommended payments  for  the City. Checks, other  than 
handwritten  checks, generally are not  released until after  the Council approves  the Register.  
The exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all 
other circumstances  favorable  to  the City  to do  so.   Handwritten checks are  those payments 
required to be issued between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  
Staff  reviews  requests  for expenditures  for budgetary approval and  then prepares a Warrant 
Register for Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits 
do not require budget approval. 
 
The Finance Director hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed by the 
department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that the 
items or  services have been  received and  that  the  resulting expenditure  is appropriate.   The 
Finance Director hereby certifies  that each warrant has been  reviewed  for completeness and 
that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Resolution No. 15‐021 
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

RESOLUTION NO.  15-021 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR PAYMENT 
DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ WARRANT REGISTER 
NO.  15-021 

 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 
RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 
completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 
designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 
 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 
City Treasurer. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of February, 2015. 
 
  
                 

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor       
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 2nd day of February, 2015, by the following vote 
to wit: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 

      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT "A"
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AGENDA REPORT

RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT       208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340       (818) 898‐1290       WWW.SFCITY.ORG

To:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
   
From:    Brian Saeki, City Manager 
  By:  Ismael Aguila, Recreation and Community Services Director 
     
Date:    February 2, 2015 
 
Subject:  Consideration  to  Authorize  Submittal  of  Grant  Applications  to  the  National 

Endowment  for the Arts and the California Arts Council  for Funding Support of 
the Mariachi Master Apprentice Program 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 
 
a. Authorize the City Manager to allocate City staff to prepare and submit a grant application 

(Attachment  “A”)  to  the National  Endowment  for  the Arts  in  the  amount  of  $57,000  to 
support the Mariachi Master Apprentice Program; and 

 
b. Authorize the City Manager to allocate City staff to prepare and submit a grant application 

(Attachment “B”) to the California Arts Council in the amount of $12,000 to support the City 
of San Fernando Mariachi Master Apprentice Program. 

 
   
BACKGROUND: 

Since 2001, the City has received grant funds yearly from both the National Endowment for the 
Arts  (NEA)  and  the  California  Arts  Council  (CAC)  to  support  the Mariachi Music  Apprentice 
Program (MMAP). 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 

Mariachi Master Apprentice Program (MMAP) 
 
MMAP  connects  grammy  award  winning  mariachi  masters  with  young  music  students  to 
preserve  the mariachi music genre. Mariachi Los Camperos de Nati Cano provides  instruction 
on  traditional mariachi  instruments: violins, guitars, guitarrones,  vihuelas,  trumpets, and  folk 
harp. The  students and  instructors experience exemplary art works at  international mariachi 
conferences and workshops  throughout California and  the  southwest. This experience allows 
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students  to  observe,  study,  and  perform with  the most  prestigious mariachi  ensembles  and 
represent the City of San Fernando as cultural arts ambassadors.   
 
The  curriculum  ingrains  an  empowering  sense  of  self‐confidence,  pride,  and  identity, while 
providing an outlet  for cultural expression  in celebration of Mexican heritage. MMAP specific 
arts/music  education  outcomes  include:  1)  development,  reinforcement,  and  application  of 
student  instrumental  technique;  2)  development,  strengthening  and  application  of  student 
musicianship skills; 3) enhancement of student solo and chorus singing skills; 4) performance of 
traditional  and  popular  mariachi  music  before  the  public  and  with  other  professional 
ensembles;  and  5)  development  and  fostering  of  student  professionalism  and  performance 
etiquette. The preceeding  is  in accordance with the California Department of Education Music 
Standards.  
 
MMAP Recognized for Excellence 
 
On November 19, 2012, First Lady Michelle Obama presented to MMAP the 2012 National Arts 
and  Humanities  Youth  Program  Award,  the  highest  honor  awarded  to after  school arts 
programs in the United States.   
 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)  
 
Art Works;  Arts  Education  funding  is  focused  on  students.  The  NEA  believes  every  student 
should have the opportunity to participate in the arts, both in and out of school recognize that 
students who participate in the arts are more engaged in life and are empowered to be fulfilled, 
responsible citizens who can make a profound positive  impact on this world.  In addition, NEA 
supported research has shown that students  from  low socioeconomic backgrounds who have 
arts‐rich experiences are more  likely to achieve key positive outcomes—academically, socially, 
and civically—compared with their peers who lack access to arts experiences. NEA’s Art Works 
grant  funding  supports  the  creation  of  art  that meets  the  highest  standards  of  excellence, 
public  engagement  with  diverse  and  excellent  art,  lifelong  learning  in  the  arts,  and  the 
strengthening of communities through the arts. Matching grants generally range from $10,000 
to  $100,000. MMAP  has  received  $629,000  since  the  program  inception,  calculating  to  an 
average of $50,000 yearly. Funding  is used  for artist  instructor  fees, all  travel costs  to out of 
state and California conferences, and project support (Attachment “A”). The deadline to submit 
for  the  NEA  Art Works  grant  funding  cycle  for  Fiscal  Year  (FY)  2016‐2017  disbursement  is 
February 19, 2015.  
 
California Arts Council (CAC) 
 
The CAC Artists  in Schools grant program supports the valuable  link between community arts 
resources  and  professional  teaching  artists  with municipalities  working  together  with  local 
schools by  funding  residency activities emphasizing  long‐term,  in‐depth arts education during 

02/02/2015 San Fernando City Council Regular Meeting Page 24 of 44



Consideration to Authorize Submittal of Grant Applications to the National Endowment  for the Arts 
and the California Arts Council for Funding Support of the Mariachi Master Apprentice Program 
Page 3 of 4 
 
 

after‐school  programs.  Students  are  offered  comprehensive,  California  standards‐based  arts 
education  that  underscores  the  critical  role  the  arts  play  in  the  students'  development  of 
creativity, overall well‐being and academic achievement. The Artist in Schools Program awards 
up  to $12,000. The City’s MMAP has  received a minimum average of $9,000 yearly  from  the 
CAC. The CAC grant program requires a dollar‐for dollar match by non‐state funds. Historically, 
the City has matched the CAC award with Federal NEA funds. It is required that a minimum 75% 
of CAC award  funds be used  to pay artist  fees. The  remaining  funds are used  for  travel and 
project support.  (Attachment “B”). The deadline to submit  for the CAC Artist  in Schools grant 
funding cycle for FY 2015‐2016 disbursement is March 21, 2015.   
 
MMAP Source of Funding 
 
The yearly budget for the MMAP is approximately $125,600. The NEA grant provides funding to 
support 55% of all program costs.  
 

 

 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

There will be no impact to the FY 2014‐2015 General Fund beyond the use of City staff time to 
prepare and submit the State and Federal grant applications. The grant disbursement timeline 
for the NEA will be for FY 2016‐2017. The grant disbursement timeline for the CAC will be for FY 
2015‐2016.  The  City  funding  support  will  continue  to  be  $12,000  in  FY  2015‐2016  for  the 
MMAP. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 

It  is  recommended  that  the City Council  authorize  the City Manager  to  allocate City  staff  to 
prepare  and  submit  grant  applications  to  the  NEA  and  the  CAC  for  funding  support  of  the 
MMAP.  This will  allow  continued  support  for  the  nationally  award winning  arts  instruction 
program in the City of San Fernando. 
 

Source of Project Funding 

NEA Grant   $57,000  45% 

Other Grant Funding: 
CAC‐ State 
ACTA‐Foundation 
Donations/Honorariums 

 
$12,000 
  $5,000 
  $5,000 

18% 
 

City of San Fernando  $12,000  9% 

In Kind   $34,600  28% 

Total Project Budget  $125,600 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

A.  NEA Grant Summary Form 
B.  CAC Grant Summary Form 
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ATTACHMENT "A" 

GRANT SUMMARY FORM 
This form does not have to be typed - legible handwritten printing is preferred 

CFDANo. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF GRANT WORK SCOPE 

Staffing Contract Services, Supplies and 

Other Operating Expenditures 
$ 

Capital Outlay Indirect Cost s @ 
$ $ 

% of Direct Costs 
$ $ 

$ $ 

TOTAL GRANT COSTS ANO REVENUES $ $ 
HOW WAS GRANT PORTION DETERMINED? 

PREPARED BY DATE 

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT - FINANCE DIVISION 117 M ACNt lL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340 (818) 898-7307 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 
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Source of Project Funding  

 
The yearly budget for the MMAP is approximately $125,600. The NEA grant provides funding to 
support 45% of all program costs. If awarded $57,000, the NEA grant will be expensed during the grant 
period of October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017 to support instructor salaries, travel, and 
project grant costs (Attachment “A”). The NEA requires a dollar-to-dollar match for grant funds which 
will be provided in part by the CAC Grant, in kind, and other grant funding awarded during Fiscal Year 
2016-2017.   

 
 

 
 
 

National Endowment For The Arts 
Art Works: Arts Education 
Proposed Budget FY 2016-2017 

 NEA  
Request 

Applicant 
Match 

(CAC, Other 
Grants, or 
Donations)  

Total 
Project 
Budget 

1. Artist Fees    

a. Instructors /Artists $35,000 $22,000 $57,000 

    

2. Project Support Staff    

a. Project Assistants   $4,000  $2,000   $6,000 

    

3. Other Project Costs    

a. Travel (Out of State and CA) $10,000  $8,000 $18,000 

b. Recording Project: Studio, Editing, Mixing,       
Engineer  

  $5,500  $2,000   $7,500 

c. Project Assessment (Required Cost)   $2,500    $2,500 

       $57,000 $34,000 $91,000 

    

4. In Kind       $34,600 

    

TOTAL   $125,600 
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ATTACHMENT "B" 

• GRANT SUMMARY FORM 
This form does not have to ~ typed - legible handwritten printing is preferred 

GRANTTITU 6MNTNO. 

CFDANo. 

Staffing Contract Services, Supplies and 

Other Operatin& Expenditures 
$ 

Capital Outlay Indirect Costs @ 
$ $ 

% of Direct Costs $ $ 

$ $ 

TOTAL GRANT COS1S AND REVENUES $ $ 
HOW WAS GRANT PORTION DETERMINED? 

PREPARED BY DATE 

ADMIN1$TRATION DEi>ARTM~N ; - r NANCf LltVISIO,. : i I :vl.l.CNl i l ~ 11\t· r ; • SAN ~1: - fllANt:·O, CA 9 1 .3411 (81 8) 898·7307 WWW.SFClfY.ORG 
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Source of Project Funding  

 
The yearly budget for MMAP is approximately $125,600. The CAC grant provides funding to support 
9% of all program costs. If awarded $12, 000, the CAC grant will be expensed during the grant period 
of October 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 to support instructor salaries, travel, and supplies 
(Attachment “B”).  The CAC requires a dollar-to-dollar match for grant funds which will be provided 
by the NEA grant awarded for FY 2015-2016.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

California Arts Council 
Artists in Schools 

Proposed Budget FY 2015-2016 

 CAC  
Request 

Applicant 
Match 

(NEA, Other 
Grants, 

Donations) 

Total 
CAC Budget 

1. Artist Fees    

a. Residency Artists $9,000 $9,000 $18,000 

    

2. Project Support Staff    

a. Project Assistant  $1,700 $1,700  $3,400 

    

3. Other Project Costs    

a. Travel (CAC allows travel in CA only) $1,000 $1000  $2,000 

b. Supplies    $300   $300     $600 

    

TOTAL $12,000 $12,000 $24,000 
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AGENDA REPORT

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898‐1202                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG

To:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
   
From:    Brian Saeki, City Manager 
     
Date:    February 2, 2015 
 
Subject:  Request City Council Direction on Future City Actions Related  to  the California 

High‐Speed Rail Project 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It  is  recommended  that  the  City  Council provide  staff with  direction  related  to  future  City 
actions  (e.g.,  responses  to  project  alternatives,  commenting  on  the  environmental 
assessment, public outreach, etc.) as  it  relates  to  the California High‐Speed Rail Project  (the 
Project).  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 

1. On  July  21,  2014,  the  City  Council  authored  a  letter  to  the  California  High‐Speed  Rail 

Authority (CHSRA) Board (Attachment “A”) opposing an at‐grade alternative for the Project 

through San Fernando and requested that a “tunnel” alternative be added to the Project 

alternatives analysis being undertaken by CHSRA. 

 

2. On August 29, 2014, the City submitted a Scoping Comment Card (Attachment “B”) to the 

CHSRA Board identifying several potential environmental impacts generated by the Project 

that merited review as part of the State and Federal environmental assessment process.   

 
3. On January 20, 2015, the City Council was provided a letter co‐authored by Los Angeles City 

Councilmember Felipe Fuentes and  the San Fernando City Council Ad Hoc Committee on 

the State High‐Speed Rail Project made up of Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales and Councilmember 

Lopez  (Attachment  “C”).   The  intent of  the  letter was  to  seek San Fernando City Council 

approval to submit the letter to the CHSRA Board and CHSRA staff on behalf of Los Angeles 

Councilmember  Fuentes  and  the  San  Fernando  City  Council  requesting  that  an 

underground tunnel alternative through the City of San Fernando be considered as part of 

the overall environmental analysis being prepared for the Project.  
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ANALYSIS: 
 
As the part of the Project’s planning and environmental review process, the CHSRA is currently 
preparing  a  Project  Environmental  Impact  Report  (PEIR)  and  Project  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (PEIS)  for  the Palmdale  to Burbank Section  that  includes a possible at‐grade  route 
through the City of San Fernando as one of the Project route alternatives.  Included as part of 
the environmental assessment process being undertaken by the CHSRA Board is an Alternative 
Analysis (AA) Report that is prepared by the State.   
 
The AA Report  incorporates conceptual engineering  information,  identifies and compares  the 
alternatives, and explains why some alternatives will be retained while others will be dropped 
from  further  study  in  the  PEIR/PEIS.  It  is  City  staff’s  understanding  that  the  AA  Report 
evaluation will be based on planning and engineering at a 2% to 4% level of engineering design. 
This level of detail is intended to understand the feasibility of Project alternatives that may be 
constructed  and  what  potential  Project  related  environmental,  community,  economic,  and 
construction  impacts may  occur with  Project  implementation.  The  AA  Report  describes  the 
alternatives  based  on  such  things  as  alignment  and  whether  the  alignment  will  be  below 
ground, at‐grade, or elevated. 
 

As  the  Project  continues  to  move  forward  at  this  critical  stage  in  the  planning  and 
environmental assessment process, City staff  is  requesting City Council  feedback  in order  to 
determine City Council direction. City Council direction will help determine how City resources 
should be allocated in order to implement City Council direction as it relates to the proposed 
Project.  Furthermore, City Council direction  at  this  juncture will help determine  future City 
actions and allocation of resources as it pertains to such things as supporting proposed Project 
alternatives  if  any,  obtaining  outside  engineering  review  services  for  high‐speed  rail 
engineering and environmental analysis studies, undertaking public outreach efforts, obtaining 
professional  services  for  outreach/liaison  work  with  County,  State  and  Federal  officials, 
preparing responses to the PEIR/PEIS, etc. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
Any City budget  impact related to City Council direction and anticipated future City action will 
be  vetted by City  staff  and presented  to  the City Council  for  their  consideration  at  a  future 
meeting.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A.  Letter to the California High‐Speed Rail Authority (July 21, 2014) 
B.  City Scoping Comments (August 29, 2014) 
C.   Letter to California High‐Speed Rail Authority (January 20, 2015) 
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BRIAN SAEKI, CITY MANAGER AUGUST 29, 2014

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO

117 MACNEIL STREET

SAN FERNANDO CALIFORNIA

BSAEKI@SFCITY.ORG (818) 898-1202

91340

X

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER.

SYLMAR LIBRARY (08/12/14)
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ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT           117 MACNEIL STREET          SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340          (818) 898-1202          WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

August 29, 2014 
 

Mark A. McLoughlin                Transmitted via US Mail and Email 
Director of Environmental Services     (palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov) 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
700 North Alameda Street, Room 3-532 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
ATTENTION: PALMDALE TO BURBANK SECTION PROJECT LEVEL EIR/EIS 
 
SUBJECT: California High-Speed Rail Authority, Palmdale to Burbank Section Project;  

City of San Fernando Scoping Comments 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The City of San Fernando City Council continues to be opposed to California High-Speed Rail 
Authorities proposed SR-14 high-speed rail alignment route for the Palmdale to Burbank Project 
Section that includes a surface high-speed rail line through the City of San Fernando. The SR-14 
high-speed rail alignment will require amongst other things, grade separations, sound walls, 
and double tracking through its 1.6 mile portion that runs through the City of San Fernando. 
The proposed SR-14 rail line alignment at surface and an elevated rail design would effectively 
split the community in half and obliterate the City’s historic downtown area and civic center 
area that are located on both sides of the proposed pathway of the High-Speed Rail Project.  
The City’s Police Department, City Hall, Public Works Operations Facilities, the San Fernando 
Middle School Auditorium (potential local historical landmark), and the Cesar Chavez 
Monument are adjacent to or within 300 feet of the existing railroad right of way that is being 
considered as the future route of the proposed high-speed rail road.  
 
City staff request that the following potential environmental impacts be considered as part of 
the development of the proposed Environmental Impact Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement prepared for the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section: 
 

 Transportation:  How will pedestrian and vehicular access be provided across Brand 
Boulevard, North Maclay Avenue, Hubbard Avenue, and Jessie Street that provide the 
only North-South access through the City of San Fernando? Pedestrians use these four 
streets as the paths of travel between the northern and southern portions of the City of 
San Fernando; with much of the pedestrian traffic occurring on North Maclay Avenue and 
Brand Boulevard as visitors, employees, and residents seek access to the civic center area 
along North Maclay Avenue and Brand Boulevard and students and parents walk and/or 
drive to San Fernando Middle School located just north of the existing rail line at 130 
North Brand Boulevard.  What mitigation measures will be used to separate vehicle and 
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pedestrian traffic from high-speed rail traffic and rail lines? What impact will result from 
possible grade separations or similar design features for needed public safety access to 
properties on both sides of the new high-speed rail line? What impact will occur to City of 
San Fernando Police Department emergency response times due to the proposed SR-14 
high-speed rail line alignment and associated grade separations on Maclay Avenue, Brand 
Boulevard, Hubbard Avenue, and Jessie Street? What impact will occur to neighboring 
residential streets due to the required modifications to streets adjacent to those through 
streets that will have to have grade separation from the proposed route including such 
streets as First Street, Truman Street, and potentially Second Street and San Fernando 
Road? What will be the impact to the City’s Public Works Department yard facility located 
at the southeastern terminus of First Street, which currently has access to the southern 
portion of the City along Jessie Street? 

 

 Noise and Vibration: Currently, the Metrolink Rail Commuter Lines and Southern Pacific 
Railroad lines cause substantial noise and vibration with commuter rail lines operating at 
60+ miles per hour with higher frequencies in the morning and evening travel times; 
Southern Pacific rail cars travel at slower speeds but the length of trains create noise from 
horns and wheels travelling on metal rails. What would be the noise and vibration impacts 
of the surface level high-speed rail line potentially travelling at up to four times the speed of 
current Metro commuter rails to neighboring commercial, industrial, civic residential, 
industrial, and institutional uses including a sensitive receptor site like the San Fernando 
Middle School location? What types of mitigation measures would be implemented to 
dissipate noise such as sound walls, depressed rail lines, underground rail lines, et cetera?  

 

 Public Utilities and Energy: What impact will the proposed SR-14 high-speed rail line 
alignment with surface track through the City of San Fernando have to the existing sewer, 
water, and high pressure gas lines that are currently located underground with one or more 
of said utilities located on such streets as Hubbard Avenue,  Maclay Avenue, Brand 
Boulevard, and Jessie Street.   

 

 Safety and Security:  What safety and security impacts will result for pedestrian, vehicles, 
and emergency service providers due to the proposed SR-14 high-speed rail line and 
associated surface level high-speed rail line through the City of San Fernando? 

 

 Socioeconomics and Communities:  What socioeconomics and community impacts will 
occur to the City of San Fernando as it relates to: the physical divide created by a high-
speed rail line infrastructure project that passes through a predominantly Latino working 
class community with no rail line access; disruption of the physical makeup of the 
community; adverse economic impacts to the community by increasing the physical 
separation of the downtown area and neighboring civic uses from the neighboring 
commercial, industrial, institutional and residential land uses that exist on both sides of the 
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existing railroad right of way and proposed future SR-14 high-speed rail alignment; social 
equity issues attributed to the undergrounding of rail line segments and placement of 
stations in more affluent communities such as Santa Clarita, Burbank, and Los Angeles?   

 

 Environmental Justice: What impacts will occur to existing bike/pedestrian pathways now 
developed adjacent to the existing railroad right of way/future SR-14 high-speed rail 
alignment? What impact will occur to the proposed Pacoima Wash Greenway Corridor 
Project being developed within the City of San Fernando and similar greenway corridors 
along the Pacoima Wash in the neighboring communities of Sylmar and Pacoima in the City 
of Los Angeles?  

  

 Seismic: What seismic impacts are attributed to the proposed surface level high-speed rail 
line through the City of San Fernando? What mitigation measures will be implemented to 
deal with a high-speed rail line derailment during a seismic event through the City of San 
Fernando, which could effectively eliminate through pedestrian, vehicular, and emergency 
vehicle access along Hubbard Avenue, Maclay Avenue, Brand Boulevard and/or Jessie 
Street?   

 

 Cultural Resources: What impacts to cultural resources such as the San Fernando Middle 
School and Auditorium (potential local historic resources) and the Cesar Chavez Monument, 
a nationally recognized monument to former civil rights leader Cesar Chavez? 
 

 Aesthetic and Visual Quality: What aesthetic and visual quality impacts will occur from 
possible grade separation of streets, new sound walls and/or fencing securing the high-
speed rail line right of way, and from new lighting and rail line track equipment that may 
need to be located adjacent to the rail tracks? 

 

 Parks, Recreation and Open Space:  What impacts to the community will result from the 
potential elimination and/or altering of greenway corridors, bike/pedestrian pathways and 
public access to said recreational and open spaces? The City of San Fernando has continued 
to promote healthy lifestyles through the expansion of new pedestrian and bicycle 
pathways such as the one existing adjacent to the existing railroad right of way/future high-
speed rail line. What impact will this project have to public access to already limited park, 
recreation, and open space areas within the community? 

 

 Station Planning, Land Use, and Development:  Is the proposed SR-14 high-speed rail line 
alignment consistent with the City of San Fernando General Plan Land Use, Circulation, 
Housing, Conservation, Open Space, Safety, Noise, and Historic Preservation Elements goals, 
objectives, and policies? What impacts does SR-14 high-speed rail alignment with surface 
track through the City of San Fernando have on project-adjacent land uses as allowed under 
the City’s zoning regulations, San Fernando Corridors Specific Plan and proposed Transit 
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Oriented Development Overlay Zone that includes residential (i.e., multifamily) land uses in 
close proximity to the proposed high speed rail line?  

 
Furthermore, the City would strongly encourage the consideration of an alternate route that 
completely foregoes use of the SR-14 alignment through the Palmdale to Burbank Project 
Section.  Instead, City of San Fernando staff is suggesting that the CHSRA Board and staff 
conduct a detailed environmental assessment and economic analysis to determine the 
feasibility and environmental impacts attributed to the use of one or more high-speed rail 
alignments through the “Alternate Corridor-New Study Area” as noted in the CHSRA’s scoping 
meeting presentation provided at the scoping meetings held during the month of August 2014.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
 
 
 
 
Brian Saeki 
City Manager 
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