
 
 

 

Staff Contact Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 

 
SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

JANUARY 6, 2020 – 6:00 PM  

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Joel Fajardo 
Vice Mayor Hector A. Pacheco  
Councilmember Sylvia Ballin 
Councilmember Robert C. Gonzales 
Councilmember Mary Mendoza 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Led by Director of Finance J. Diego Ibañez 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
a) RECOGNITION OF POLICE OFFICERS DEPLOYED AT THE SAUGUS HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 

INCIDENT ON NOVEMBER 14, 2019 

 Detective J. Cervantes 

 Officer M. Delgado  

 K9 Officer W. Dominguez 

 FTO A. Flores 

 Officer L. Zazueta 
Chief of Police Anthony Vairo 
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b) CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FOR POLICE OFFICERS THAT ASSISTED WITH THE EMERGENCY 
DELIVERY OF A NEWBORN CHILD 

 Officer D. Delgado 

 K9 Officer W. Dominguez 

 Officer E. Esquivel 

 Officer A. Muratov 

 Officer J. Robles 

 Sergeant B. Woodward 
Chief of Police Anthony Vairo 

 
 
DECORUM AND ORDER 
 

The City Council, elected by the public, must be free to discuss issues confronting the City in an 
orderly environment. Public members attending City Council meetings shall observe the same 
rules of order and decorum applicable to the City Council (SF Procedural Manual). Any person 
making impertinent derogatory or slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous while 
addressing the City Council or while attending the City Council meeting, may be removed from 
the room if the Presiding Officer so directs the sergeant-at-arms and such person may be barred 
from further audience before the City Council. 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
 
There will be a three (3) minute limitation per each member of the audience who wishes to make 
comments relating to City Business.  Anyone wishing to speak, please fill out the blue form 
located at the Council Chambers entrance and submit it to the City Clerk.  When addressing the 
City Council, please speak into the microphone and voluntarily state your name and address. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single motion 
to adopt staff recommendation. If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should first be 
removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
1) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WARRANT REGISTER  
 

Recommend that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 20-011 approving the Warrant 
Register. 
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2) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A 2020 FORD ESCAPE S FWD UTILITY 
VEHICLE 
Recommend that the City Council: 

 
a. Approve the purchase of a 2020 Ford Escape S FWD Utility vehicle from National Auto 

Fleet Group through a cooperative purchasing contract with Sourcewell (formally 
National Joint Power Alliance), contract #120716-NAF; and 

 
b. Authorize the City Manager to execute a Purchase Order with National Auto Fleet 

Group in an amount not-to-exceed $26,387.85.  
 
3) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT RESOLUTIONS REGULATING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES ON 

CITY-OWNED AND CITY-OPERATED OFF-STREET PARKING FACILITIES 
 

Recommend that the City Council: 
 
a. Adopt Resolution No. 7970 regulating the parking of vehicles and uses of City-owned 

and City-operated off-street parking facilities; and 
 

b. Adopt Resolution No. 7971 amending the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Adopted Budget. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
4)  CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL FOR FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1691 

AMENDING CHAPTER 2 (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE SAN FERNANDO MUNICIPAL CODE BY 

THE ADDITION OF A NEW ARTICLE VIII (ELECTRONIC RECORDS AND SIGNATURES) 

ESTABLISHING A POLICY FOR THE USE OF ELECTRONIC/DIGITAL SIGNATURES 

 

Recommend that the City Council introduce for first reading, in title only, and waive full 
reading of Ordinance No. 1691 “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of San 
Fernando, California, Amending Chapter 2 (Administration) of the San Fernando Municipal 
Code by the Addition of a New Article VIII (Electronic Records and Signatures) Establishing 
a Policy for the Use of Electronic/Digital Signatures.” 

 
5) CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE FERNANDEÑO TATAVIAM BAND OF MISSION 

INDIANS TO PROVIDE A LETTER IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
Recommend that the City Council review and approve the draft letter in support of the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians’ application for Federal Acknowledgement.   
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STAFF COMMUNICATION INCLUDING COMMISSION UPDATES 
 
 
GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS AND LIAISON UPDATES 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
 

 
Cynthia Alba  

Deputy City Clerk/Management Analyst  

Signed and Posted:  January 2, 2020 (4:00 p.m.)  
 
 
  

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet website 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk Department. Any public writings distributed by 
the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also be made available at 
the City Clerk Department at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City 
may also post such documents on the City’s website at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you 
require a disability-related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call 
the City Clerk Department at (818) 898-1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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REVIEW:      ☒ Finance Director        ☒ Deputy City Manager       ☒ City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA REPORT 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898-7307                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Mayor Joel Fajardo and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 

By: J. Diego Ibañez, Director of Finance 
    
Date:  January 6, 2020   
 
Subject: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution Approving the Warrant Register 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 20-011 (Attachment “A”) 
approving the Warrant Register. 
 
  
BACKGROUND: 

For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City. Checks, other than 
special checks, generally are not released until after the Council approves the Register.  The 
exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all 
other circumstances favorable to the City to do so.  Special checks are those payments required 
to be issued between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  Staff 
reviews requests for expenditures for budgetary approval and then prepares a Warrant Register 
for Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits do not 
require budget approval. 
 
The Director of Finance hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed by 
the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 
the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 
Director of Finance hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness and 
that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Resolution No. 20-011  
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-011 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR 

PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ WARRANT 

REGISTER NO.  20-011 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 

completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 

designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 

 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 

City Treasurer. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 6th day of January, 2020. 

 

  

                 

Joel Fajardo, Mayor       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 6th day of January, 2020, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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AGENDA REPORT 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                 910 FIRST STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898-1250                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

REVIEW:      ☒ Finance Director      ☒ Deputy City Manager      ☒ City Manager 

 

To: Mayor Joel Fajardo and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 By: Anthony Vairo, Police Chief 
   
Date:  January 6, 2020 
 
Subject: Consideration to Approve the Purchase of a 2020 Ford Escape S FWD Utility 

Vehicle 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 
 
a. Approve the purchase of a 2020 Ford Escape S FWD Utility vehicle from National Auto Fleet 

Group through a cooperative purchasing contract with Sourcewell (formally National Joint 
Power Alliance), contract #120716-NAF (Attachment “A”); and 
 

b. Authorize the City Manager to execute a Purchase Order with National Auto Fleet Group in 
an amount not-to-exceed $26,387.85.  

 
  
BACKGROUND: 

1. The Police Department is responsible for citywide Parking Enforcement to ensure parking 
restrictions are observed and encourage a more efficient parking program.  Reliable vehicles 
are a critical enforcement tool to be able to respond quickly, accommodate the necessary 
ticketing technology and transport the appropriate parking and traffic control equipment.  
 

2. The City has established a six-year rotation for the Police Department’s Parking Enforcement 
vehicles to maximize their useful lives. 
 

3. Replacement of the 2008 Ford Escape was approved during the fiscal year 2019-2020 budget 
process and funds were allocated in the Equipment Replacement Fund. 
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ANALYSIS: 

The City is a member of the Sourcewell purchasing cooperative (formerly National Joint Power 
Alliance) to take advantage of large, nationally bid purchasing contracts.  Section 2-802 of the 
City Code authorizes the City to “piggyback” onto an existing written purchase contract obtained 
through a competitive bidding process prepared and awarded by another public agency.  
Sourcewell is a public agency service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local 
unit of government (Minn. Const. art. XII, sec. 3). Sourcewell is governed by local elected 
municipal officials and school board members.  As a public agency, all Sourcewell employees are 
government employees. 
 
The proposed vehicle is being purchased by piggybacking onto a cooperative procurement 
through a competitively bid contract between Sourcewell and National Auto Fleet Group.  In 
accordance with the provisions of the Purchasing Ordinance, the vehicle is being offered by the 
vendor at the same terms, conditions and price (Attachment “B”) as described in the contract 
with Sourcewell. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

A total of $30,000 was budgeted in the City’s approved FY 2019-2020 Budget for the purchase of 
a new Police Department Parking Enforcement vehicle (Fund 041-230-0000-4500).  Therefore, 
sufficient funds are allocated for this purchase. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the purchase of a 2020 Ford Escape S FWD Utility 
vehicle and authorize the City Manager to execute a purchase order in the amount of $26,387.85 
using the Sourcewell Contract Purchasing Cooperative contract. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Sourcewell/National Auto Fleet Group Contract 
B. Vehicle Quote and Specifications 
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National Auto Fleet Group 
A Division of ·chevrolet of Watsonville 

490 Auto Center Drive, Watsonville, CA 95076 

(855) 289-6572 • (855) BUY-NJPA • (831) 480-8497 Fax

Fl eet@N ati on a !Auto Fl eetG ro up. com 

National Auto Fleet Group contract #120716-NAF pricing utilizes a percentage off 

MSRP/List. National Auto Fleet Group offers pricing discounts ranging from 

25.86% down to 1% across 15 manufacturers depending on the model. All 

vehicles can come with or without up-fitting from our national supplier or your 

local up fitter. Inquire within. 

Pricing can be obtained using two methods: 

1. Online ordering process using www.NationalAutoFleetGroup.com. Once

the Sourcewell member registers on the NAFG website, they then can build

the desired vehicle to their specifications. The member then builds the

vehicle and obtains an online quote for that specific vehicle.

*Sourcewe/1 pricing is built right into the NAFG site.

2. The Sourcewell member can also reach out to National Auto Fleet Group

directly (1-855-289-6572) to have an associate help guide your agency with

the appropriate vehicle's to fit your need.

Jesse Cooper 

National Auto Fleet Group 

,anj §1f,z141 @TOYOTA 
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REVIEW:      ☒ Finance Director      ☒ Deputy City Manager      ☒ City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA REPORT 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898-1222                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Mayor Joel Fajardo and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 By: Martin Pastucha, Interim Director of Public Works 
   
Date:  January 6, 2020 
 
Subject: Consideration to Adopt Resolutions Regulating the Parking of Vehicles on City-

Owned and City-Operated Off-Street Parking Facilities 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 
 
a. Adopt Resolution No. 7970 (Attachment “A”) regulating the parking of vehicles and uses of 

City-owned and City-operated off-street parking facilities; and 
 

b. Adopt Resolution No. 7971 (Attachment “B”) amending the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Adopted 
Budget. 

 
  
BACKGROUND: 

1. Parking restrictions in public lots are often imposed to allow for more effective sweeping of 
the parking lots, as the sweepers will not have to go around vehicles left in the lot, and to 
provide a measure of security for the parking lots and adjacent businesses as no vehicles 
should be in those lots during the hours the businesses are closed. There are currently no 
parking restrictions in the City-owned parking lots in the Downtown district.   
 

2. In Fall 2019, as the City renewed discussions with the Downtown Mall Association to 
improve maintenance efforts Downtown Business District, one of the topics of discussion 
was related to the condition and operation of City-owned parking lots including how to 
address illegal dumping of trash and debris, and keep the lots unencumbered with vehicles 
in certain non-operational hours of the businesses.   

 
 
ANALYSIS: 

California Vehicle Code Section 22507 authorizes local authority to install signs providing notice 
of parking restrictions. In addition, California Vehicle Code Section 22519 authorizes local 
authorities to prohibit parking or provide restrictions in off-street parking facilities that it owns 
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or operates.  The parking lots in the downtown identified as lots 1-12 (Attachment “A” Exhibit 
“A”) are proposed to be closed for parking between the hours of 2 a.m. to 5 a.m., seven days a 
week. This restriction will eliminate any parking activity in these City lots during those hours.   
 
If approved, the City will need to post signs in accordance with the Vehicle Code indicating that 
vehicles will be towed if left in the lot during restricted hours. There are a few exceptions to the 
overnight parking restriction, including parking for residential tenants that live within the 
Downtown Business District, parking in accordance with an approved Film Permit, or other 
special circumstances such as a business owner that may request temporary overnight parking 
to complete repairs or improvements to their building or business.  The proposed resolution 
authorizes the City Manager, or designee, to issue an overnight permit to accommodate special 
circumstances.  This city-issued permit would authorize parking during the restricted overnight 
hours and the vehicle would not be subject to towing provided the permit is properly displayed. 

 
The concerns with health and safety in the city-owned parking facilities can be partially 
addresses through the adoption of this resolution authorizing the no parking restrictions in city-
owned and operated parking lots is another tool to aid the City in achieving cleanliness and 
improved safety with the designated City parking lots. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

Staff estimates the cost of signage, poles, and labor to install approximately 105 signs and 11 
poles in compliance with Vehicle Code is estimated at just less than $10,000.  The funding for 
this work is recommended to come from the Fund 029 Parking and Maintenance Operations 
(Off-Street).  There is an adequate unappropriated reserve balance available in Fund 029 to pay 
for the cost of signage and installation.  Approval of a budget resolution (Attachment “B”) is 
required to appropriate funds in the Parking and Maintenance Operations Fund and make them 
available for this purpose.  
         
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 7970 establishing No Parking 
between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m., seven days a week in all City-owned and City-operated off-street 
parking facilities and adopt Resolution No. 7971 appropriating funds to cover the cost to 
purchase and install the required signage. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Resolution No. 7970 
B. Resolution No. 7971 
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RESOLUTION NO. 7970 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, REGULATING 

PARKING OF VEHICLES AND USES OF CITY-OWNED 

AND CITY-OPERATED OFF-STREET PARKING 

FACILITIES 

 

 WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 22507 authorizes the local authority to 

install signs giving notice of parking prohibition or limitation, no person shall stand, stop or park 

any vehicle, except as provided on such signs; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to California Vehicle Section 22519, local authorities may by 

resolution prohibit, restrict or regulate the parking, stopping or standing of vehicles on any off-

street parking facility which it owns or operates; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando Municipal Code (SFMC) Section 90-217 (c) 

authorizes the installation of signs giving adequate notice of the prohibitions that are in 

compliance with California Vehicle Code Section 22507; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando has determined that it has the authority to 

prescribe regulations and rules for the stopping, standing and parking of vehicles and uses of 

City-owned and City-operated off-street parking facilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, City Council desires to adopt a resolution to regulate the stopping, 

standing, parking and usage of vehicles on City-owned and City-operated off-street parking 

facilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has determined that adopting this resolution will promote and 

protect the safety and welfare of the public using City-owned and City operated off-street 

parking facilities. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE AND RESOLVE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

  

 SECTION 1. The City Council hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true and 

correct. 

 

SECTION 2.    The restrictions set forth in this Resolution shall apply to those parking 

lot facilities identified in Exhibit “A” to this resolutions which is incorporated by this reference.  

 

 SECTION 3.   That there be and there is hereby established in the City of San Fernando, 

California, a two (2) hour parking restrictions every day between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 5:00 

a.m.  
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 SECTION 4.   The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to cause to be 

installed and maintained appropriate signs on the aforesaid Municipal Parking Lots giving notice 

of the off-street parking restrictions established herein and giving notice that vehicles in violation 

thereof are subject to being removed.  

 

 SECTION 5.  This section shall not apply to any vehicle which displays as prescribed 

thereon a valid overnight permit issued by the City Manager or Designee.  

 

 SECTION 6.  The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Resolution 

and enter it into the City’s book of original Resolutions. 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of San 

Fernando at a regular meeting held on 6th day of January, 2020. 

 

             

                 

_______________________ 

Joel Fajardo, Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )  SS 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I, Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk of the City of San Fernando, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing Resolution No. 7970 was passed and adopted by the City Council at its 

regular meeting duly held on the 6th day of January, 2020 by the following votes to wit: 

  

 

AYES:   

  

NOES:   

  

ABSENT: 

 

ABSTAIN: 

  

 

       

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT “B” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 7971 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE BUDGET FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 ADOPTED ON JULY 1, 2019 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Council has received and considered the proposed adjustment to 

the budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020, commencing July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to amend the 

expenditures of the current City budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s requires funding for installation of No Parking between the hours 

of 2AM -5AM in city owned  and city operated off street parking facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, an annual budget for the City of San Fernando for the Fiscal Year beginning 

July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020, a copy of which is on file in the City Clerk’s Office, was 

adopted on July 1, 2019. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, 

DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:  

 

Section 1.   The following adjustments are made to the City Budget: 

 

PARKING AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS – OFF STREET  

 

Increase in Expenditures   

029-335-0000-4300 $10,000 

 

  

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 6th day of January, 2020. 

 

 

    _____________________________ 

       Joel Fajardo, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 6th day of January, 2020, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES:  
 

NOES:  
 

ABSENT:  
 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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AGENDA REPORT 

REVIEW:      ☒ Finance Director      ☒ Deputy City Manager      ☒ City Manager 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898-1201                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Mayor Joel Fajardo and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 

By: Richard Padilla, Assistant City Attorney 
 
Date:  January 6, 2020 
 
Subject: Consideration and Approval for First Reading of Ordinance No. 1691 Amending 

Chapter 2 (Administration) of the San Fernando Municipal Code by the Addition 
of a New Article VIII (Electronic Records and Signatures) Establishing a Policy for 
the Use of Electronic/Digital Signatures 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council introduce for first reading, in title only, and waive full 
reading of Ordinance No. 1691 (Attachment “A”) “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
San Fernando, California, Amending Chapter 2 (Administration) of the San Fernando Municipal 
Code by the Addition of a New Article VIII (Electronic Records and Signatures) Establishing a Policy 
for the Use of Electronic/Digital Signatures.” 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On November 4, 2019, the City Council directed staff to report back with a policy, or 

ordinance, to implement an electronic signature procedure in the city.  
 
 
ANALYSIS:  

 

The general legal framework for the use of electronic signatures on electronic records has been 
in place for a considerable period of time. In 1999, the State of California adopted a version of 
the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (UETA), guaranteeing that electronic signatures would 
have the same legal effect as a “wet” or manual signature. (Civ. Code §§ 1633.1-1633.17.) In 
2000, Congress passed the Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act (E-SIGN 
Act), which mandated the same treatment of electronic signatures in interstate or foreign 
commerce. (15 U.S.C. 7001.) 

 

Additionally, in 1995, five years before the UETA and E-SIGN Act were adopted, the California 
Legislature passed a statute authorizing public entities to accept “digital signatures” if and only 
if they comply with stringent verification procedures established by the Secretary of State (Gov. 
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Code § 16.5). The Secretary of State adopted regulations in 1998 approving the use of digital 
signatures only if they could be verified using Public Key Cryptology (PKI) or Signature Dynamics 
technologies. (2 C.C.R. § 22003.) 

 

Although Government Code 16.5 and the California Secretary of State’s regulations set forth 
requirements for the use of “digital signatures,” they do not limit the manner in which the City 
may use or accept electronic signatures generally. 

 

The proposed ordinance will authorize the City to avail itself of digital and electronic signatures 
for various City records and transactions.  The ordinance also authorizes the City Council to adopt 
regulations that expand upon the ordinance provided such regulations are not inconsistent with 
the requirements of the ordinance.  The attached ordinance also excludes those transactions for 
which digital or electronic signatures are not authorized by law.  

 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
There is minimal fiscal impact associated with drafting the proposed ordinance.   There may be 
costs associated with procuring and implementing an electronic signature software program that 
is compliant with UETA and the proposed ordinance.  However, the proposed ordinance simply 
authorizes the City to use electronic signatures on official documents rather than mandate the 
use of electronic signatures.  The ultimate fiscal impact will be dependent on the extent to which 
electronic signatures are used by the City.  
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Ordinance No. 1691 
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 ATTACHMENT “A” 

ORDINANCE NO. 1691 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 2 

(ADMINISTRATION) OF THE SAN FERNANDO MUNICIPAL 

CODE BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW ARTICLE VIII 

(ELECTRONIC RECORDS AND SIGNATURES) ESTABLISHING 

A POLICY FOR THE USE OF ELECTRONIC/DIGITAL 

SIGNATURES 

 

RECITALS 
  

WHEREAS, digital signature technology allows municipalities and other entities to 

collect and preserve signatures on documents quickly, securely, and efficiently; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 16.5, the City may elect to 

use a digital signature and may accept a digital signature from another party, for any written 

communications with the City; and 

WHEREAS, the conditions under which the City of San Fernando will accept digital 

signatures on City documents shall comply with the requirements below, pursuant to California 

Government Code Section 16.5; Title 2, Division 7, Chapter 10 of the California Code of 

Regulations; and the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, commencing at section 1633.1 of the 

California Civil Code. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 

DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 SECTION 1. The Recitals set forth above are true and correct and incorporated into 

this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 2. Chapter 2 (Administration) of the San Fernando Municipal Code is 

hereby amended by the addition of a new Article VIII (Electronic Records & Signatures) which 

shall state the following:  

 

ARTICLE VIII. -  ELECTRONIC RECORDS AND SIGNATURES 

 

Sec.  2-920 Definitions. The following definitions apply to this Article: 

 
(a) “Approved List of Certification Authorities” means the list of Certification 

Authorities approved by the California Secretary of State to issue certification for 

digital signature transactions involving public entities in California. 
 
(b) “Certification Authority” means a person or entity that issues 

certification for the digital signature transaction. “Digital 

Signature” has the same meaning as in Section 16.5 of the California 

Government Code and means an electronic identifier, created by 
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computer, intended by the party using it to have the same force and 

effect as the use of a manual signature. 
 

(c) "Digital signature" has the same meaning as in section 16.5 of the 

California Government Code. 
 

(d) “Electronic record” has the same meaning as in section 1633.2 of 

the California Civil Code. 
 

(e) “Electronic signature” has the same meaning as in section 1633.2 

of the California Civil Code. 
 
(f) “Signer” means the person who signs a digitally signed 

communication with the use of an acceptable technology to 

uniquely link the message with the person sending it. 
 

(g) “Technology” means the computer hardware and/or software‐

based method or process used to create the digital signature. 
 

(h) “UETA” means the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, 

commencing at section 1633.1 of the California Civil Code. 
 

Sec. 2-921 Applicability and purpose. In any written communication or 

transaction with the City where a signature is required, any party to the 

communication may use a digital signature, provided that it complies with the 

requirements of this Article.   This Article is intended to enable the City to use 

digital signatures to the fullest extent allowed by law, and does not limit the City’s 

ability to use electronic records, electronic signatures, or digital signatures in any 

way. 

 

Sec.  2-922 Requirements.  In any transaction with the City for which the 

parties have elected to conduct the transaction by electronic means, the following 

provisions shall apply: 

 

(a) When a record is required to be in writing, an electronic record satisfies 

that requirement, if it is in accordance with the UETA.  

 

(b) When a signature is required, the parties may agree that either: 

 

1. An electronic signature satisfies that requirement, if it is in 

accordance with the UETA; or 

2. A digital signature satisfies that requirement, if it is in accordance 

with section 16.5 of the California Government Code.  

 

(c) A digital signature shall include the following attributes: 
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1. It is unique to the person using it. 

2. It is capable of verification. 

3. It is under the sole control of the signer. 

4. It is linked to data in such a manner that if the data changed, the 

digital signature is invalidated.  

5. It conforms to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. 

 

(d) The Certification Authority issuing the certification for the digital 

signature transaction must appear on the “Approved List of Certification 

Authorities” authorized by the California Secretary of State. 

 

(e) The technology used to create the digital signature shall meet the 

Secretary of State’s acceptable technology requirements under Title 2, 

Division 7, Chapter 10, Section 22003 of the California Code of 

Regulations as the same may be modified and amended from time to 

time. 

 

(f) The City shall ensure that the level of security used to identify the signer 

of a document, and that the level of security used to transmit the 

signature, is sufficient for the transaction being conducted. 

 

Sec. 2-923 Policies.  The City Council, by resolution, may establish and from 

time to time amend such policies as the City Council deems necessary or desirable 

to expand upon the provisions of this Article, provided that such policies are 

consistent with the provisions of this policy.  

 

Sec. 2-924 Excluded Transactions.  The authorization conferred under this 

Article, shall not apply where the use of digital signatures or electronic signatures 

is prohibited by law or otherwise not governed by the UETA.   

 

SECTION 3. CEQA. The City Council finds that the proposed action is not a project 

as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (CCR, Title 14, Chapter 3 

(“CEQA Guidelines”), Article 20, Section 15378).  In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 

includes the general rule that CEQA applies only to activities which have the potential for causing 

a significant effect on the environment.  Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 

possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the 

activity is not subject to CEQA.  Because the proposed action and this matter have no potential to 

cause any effect on the environment, or because it falls within a category of activities excluded as 

projects pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15378, this matter is not a project.  Because the 

matter does not cause a direct or any reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change on or in the 

environment, this matter is not a project.  Any subsequent discretionary projects resulting from 

this action will be assessed for CEQA applicability. 

 

 SECTION 4. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of 

this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court 

of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 
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this Ordinance.  The City Council declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each and 

every section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase not declared invalid or unconstitutional 

without regard to whether any portion of the Ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid or 

unconstitutional. 

 

 SECTION 5. Effective Date.  In accordance with Government Code section 36937, 

this ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from passage and adoption. 

 

 SECTION 6. Certification.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

certify to the passage of this Ordinance by the City Council and shall cause it to be published or 

posted as required by law. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of San 

Fernando a regular meeting held on the ____ day of January 2020. 

 

       

Joel Fajardo, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

       

Richard Padilla, Assistant City Attorney 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )  ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I, ELENA G. CHÁVEZ, City Clerk of the City of San Fernando, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing Ordinance was adopted a regular meeting of the City Council held on the ___ day of 

January 2020 and was carried by the following roll call vote: 

  

AYES:     

  

NOES:    

  

ABSENT:  

 

ABSTAIN:   
 

 

       

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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AGENDA REPORT 

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT                 117 MACNEIL STREET, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340                 (818) 898-1202                 WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

REVIEW:      ☒ Finance Director      ☒ Deputy City Manager      ☒ City Manager 

 

To: Mayor Joel Fajardo and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
   
Date:  January 6, 2020 
 
Subject: Consideration of a Request from the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission 

Indians to Provide a Letter in Support of an Application for Federal 
Acknowledgment 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council review and approve the draft letter in support of the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians’ application for Federal Acknowledgement 
(Attachment “A”).   
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

1. The United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is responsible for 
reviewing applications by tribal governments for Federal Acknowledgement and making the 
appropriate determination. 
 

2. A federally recognized tribe is an American Indian or Alaska Native tribal entity that is 
recognized as having a government-to-government relationship with the United States, with 
the responsibilities, powers, limitations, and obligations attached to that designation, and is 
eligible for funding and services from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
 

3. Federally recognized tribes are recognized as possessing certain inherent rights of self-
government (i.e., tribal sovereignty) and are entitled to receive certain federal benefits, 
services, and protections because of their special relationship with the United States.  At 
present, there are 573 federally recognized American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and 
villages.1 

 
4. The Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (FTBMI) has pursued Federal 

Acknowledgment status since the 1891 Mission Indian Relief Act and formally initiated the 
process under the Department of Interior in 1995. 

                                                 
1 United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs; Frequently Asked Questions published on 

https://www.bia.gov/frequently-asked-questions; visited 12/30/2019 
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5. On December 13, 2019, the FTBMI received a letter from the Office of Federal 
Acknowledgement notifying them that the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs and the U.S. 
Solicitor issued a 90-day extension for review of the FTBMI’s petition for Federal 
Acknowledgement.  FTBMI is expected to receive the Proposed Finding on Phase I no later 
than March 13, 2020. If the decision is positive, it will allow the Tribe to move forward to 
Phase II of the two-part process. 

 
6. On December 18, 2019, FTBMI requested that the City submit a letter in support of their 

application for Federal Acknowledgement. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 

Historically, most of today’s federally recognized tribes received federal recognition status 
through treaties, acts of Congress, presidential executive orders or other federal administrative 
actions, or federal court decisions.  There are currently three established paths through which an 
Indian group may become federally recognized: 
 

1. By Act of Congress, 
2. By the administrative procedures under 25 C.F.R. Part 83, or 
3. By decision of a United States court. 

 
While tribal sovereignty is limited today by the United States under treaties, acts of Congress, 
Executive Orders, federal administrative agreements and court decisions, what remains is 
nevertheless protected and maintained by the federally recognized tribes against further 
encroachment by other sovereigns, such as the states.  Tribal sovereignty ensures that any 
decisions about the tribes with regard to their property and citizens are made with their 
participation and consent. 
 
Tribes possess all powers of self-government except those relinquished under treaty with the 
United States, those that Congress has expressly extinguished, and those that federal courts have 
ruled are subject to existing federal law or are inconsistent with overriding national 
policies.  Limitations on inherent tribal powers of self-government are few, but do include the 
same limitations applicable to states, e.g., neither tribes nor states have the power to make war, 
engage in foreign relations, or print and issue currency. 
 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (FTBMI). 
The FTBMI’s current Administrative Offices are located at 1019 Second Street in the City of San 
Fernando and their Tribal Chief is Rudy Ortega, Jr.  The City has a history of working closely with 
FTBMI.  In 2009, the City Council renamed Heritage Park to Rudy Ortega Sr. Park to commemorate 
the Chief’s work to foster understanding among the City’s diverse community and in 2010 the 
City entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with FTBMI to provide cultural enrichment 

01/06/2020 CC Meeting Agenda Page 76 of 79



Consideration of a Request from the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians to Provide a Letter 
in Support of an Application for Federal Acknowledgment  
Page 3 of 3 
 
 

programming at Rudy Ortega Sr. Park (the MOU was subsequently replaced by a Non-exclusive 
License Agreement with FTBMI in 2016).  Most recently, the City entered into a partnership with 
FTBMI to provide youth diversion services and programming based at Las Palmas Park. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

There is minimal budget impact associated with providing a letter in support of FTBMI’s 
application for Federal Acknowledgement.  Should FTBMI receive Federal Recognition, they may 
be eligible to receive additional grant funds that may have a positive impact on San Fernando 
community members. 

 
 
CONCLUSION: 

Due to the long-standing relationship between the City and FTBMI, staff recommends City 
Council approval to provide a letter in support of the FTBMI application for Federal 
Acknowledgement. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Draft Letter in Support of the FTBMI Application for Federal Acknowledgement 
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
MAYOR 
JOEL FAJARDO 
 
VICE MAYOR 
HECTOR A. PACHECO 
 
COUNCILMEMBER 
SYLVIA BALLIN 
 
COUNCILMEMBER 
ROBERT C. GONZALES 
 
COUNCILMEMBER 
MARY MENDOZA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFICE OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
117 MACNEIL STREET 
SAN FERNANDO 
CALIFORNIA 
91340 
 
(818) 898-1201 
 
WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

 

January 6, 2020 

    

Tara Katuk Mac Lean Sweeney, Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Office of the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs 
Attn: Office of Federal Acknowledgment  
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

SUBJECT: Letter of Support – Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians 

Dear Ms. Sweeney: 
 
On behalf of the San Fernando City Council, I am pleased to support the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (the Tribe) as they pursue federal 
acknowledgment.  
 
The Tribe has been active for many years within the City of San Fernando and the 
surrounding San Fernando Valley. The Tribe’s ancestry traces to villages that 
created an extensive network system among the present-day areas of San 
Fernando, Santa Clarita, Simi and Antelope Valley. Through a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City of San Fernando, the Tribe uses local parks and 
facilities to conduct ceremonies, gatherings, and events.  The Tribe has also 
conducted a ceremonial blessing at a number of City events, including the annual 
Earth Day celebration. 
 
The Tribe’s federal acknowledgement status is relevant to the City of San 
Fernando because the Tribe would become eligible for additional federal funding 
for programs such as their community-based education programs and provide 
opportunity for greater community involvement within the San Fernando Valley.  
In 2019, the Tribe partnered with the City of San Fernando and was awarded the 
$1 Million Youth Reinvestment Grant, which will not only serve native youth, but 
will be open to all young people in Northeast San Fernando Valley.  
 
The Tribe exemplifies the upholding of indigenous culture, government, and pride, 
and has been a great community partner and stakeholder in providing resources 
to not only their tribal citizens, but also surrounding communities.  
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For those reasons, the City of San Fernando fully supports the Tribe as they seek 
federal recognition. I hope that the Office of Federal Acknowledgement concludes 
that this tribe be deserving of federal recognition.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Joel Fajardo, Mayor 
City of San Fernando 
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